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OAU Chief Backs French Mediation in 
Yemen-k, ‘trea Dispute 

NC2601160296 Cairo MENA in Arabic 
1510 GMT 75 Jan 96 


[FBIS Tran. lated Text} Addis Ababa, 26 Jan (MENA)— 
OAU Secre\ary General Salim Ahmed Salim has said 
that the organization supports every effort by the 
region's countries, particularly Egypt and Ethiopia, to 
contain the armed dispute between Yemen and Eritrea 
over the disputed Red Sea islands. 


Salim told MENA’s correspondent in Addis Ababa 
today that the organization also supports the French 
initiative to resolve tiis dispute. He noted that France 
has interests in the region and that it is the most suitable 
party to mediate in this dispute. 


He added: We accept any mediation efforts in this 
dispute as long as they are agreeable to the parties 
concerned, Yemen and Eritrea. He said Yemen and 
Eritrea are two sisterly countries and that both know 
that neither can win in such a dispute. 


He added that he informed a French envoy who visited 
the region recently to explore the views of the parties 
and countries concerned that the organization supports 
France's efforts. 


Kenya’s Moi Says Committed to East African 
Cooperation 

EA2601155596 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 

1000 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) President Daniel arap Moi 
today reaffirmed the government's commitment to the 
East African cooperation. President Moi said Kenya was 
ready to move forward in all the areas of cooperation 
agreed in the joint memorandum signed in Arusha in 
1993. He noted that there was a trend in the world 
whereby states were forming trade and economic blocs 
to promote the collective economic development and 
said that the East African region should not be left 
behind. 


On the level of the subregion, President Moi said Kenya 
was anxious to see the Common Market of Eastern 
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and Southern Africa, Comesa, fully operational. How- 
ever, he noted that the Intergovernmental Authority on 
Drought and Development, IGADD, and the Organiza- 
tion of African Unity, OAU, needed support as they 
were the building blocs upon which the region's eco- 
nomic prosperity, social, and political stability would be 
enhanced. 


President Moi was speaking wher he addressed the 10th 
anniversary of the National Resistance Movement, the 
NRM, at Kololo airstrip [in Kampala]. 


The president noted that the economic development of 
the East African region lies in the hands of the people 
of the region, saying that the days of reliance on aid 
and handouts were all gone. He noted that there was 
need now for the people of the three countries [Kenya, 
Tanzania, and Uganda] to place greater emphasis on in- 
vestment and enhancing competitiveness in international 
trade. Nc*ing that infrastructure was now geared toward 
serving the three countries, the president said that last 
week saw the resumption of the rail services to Moshi 
[in Tanzania] from Taveta [in Kenya]. He further added 
that plans are well advanced to extend the oil pipeline 
from Eldoret [Kenya] to Kampala. 


However, the Kenyan head of state noted that the 
economic progress for the African countries had been 
hampered by civil strife and conflict and also noted with 
great concern that the situation in Burundi was now 
worsening. The president noted that the resultant influx 
of refugees into Tanzania has put great pressure on the 
already crowded refugee camps, adding that some of the 
refugees will later on find their way into Kenya and into 
Uganda. He said that he was ready and willing to render 
any assistance toward the returning of peace to Burundi 
as this will not only end the misery and suffering of the 
people, but it will also bring economic progress to that 
country. 


President Moi on behalf of himself and the people 
of Kenya wished the people of Uganda peace and 
prosperity in the future. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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Burundi 


Eavoy Reassures Burundi Zaire Not To Intervene 
Militarily 


EA2701165596 Bujumbura ABP in French 
1512 GMT 27 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Bujumbura, 27 Jan (ABP) 
— (Former Malian President) General Toumiani Toure 
returned to the Burundian capital on 26 January foll- 
lowing his visits to Kigali, Bujumbura, and Gbadolite, 
where he met Zaire’s Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko. He 
conveyed a message to the top leadership from Zaire 
President Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko. 


Following his meeting with Zaire’s president, the Na- 
tional Assembly president, and the prime minister, for- 
mer Malian President General Toumani Toure stated 
that Zaire is unaware of foreign troops being cent to 
Zaire to prepare for intervention in Burundi, if neces- 
sary. 


"The Zairean authorities asked me to reassure the 
Burundian authorities on this issue. President Mobutu 
stressed the fact and charged me with returning to 
Bujumbura, not only to reassure the Burundi authorities 
and inform them of Zaire’s viewpoint, but also to tell 
them that very soon, within the next few days, there 
will be a meeting between the two countries in order 
to remove any doubt or misunderstanding.” [passage 
omitted] 


UN Commission Arrives in Burundi To Discuss 
Security Issues 

EA2801 154596 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) A technical commission of the 
UN Security Council arrived in Bujumbura yesterday 
afternoon. It has six members and will stay one week 
in Burundi. Its mission is to study, with the country’s 
authorities, the feasibility of a project to protect non- 
governmental organizations and humanitarian agencies. 


Charies Petrie, the commission's technical chief, said 
that the delegation’s aim is to explain to the Burundians 
the role of the UN guards who will ensure the security of 
humanitarian organizations. Mr. Petrie said the guards 
will perform the same role as in Iraq. He added that the 
technical commission has not come to hold talks on the 
foreign intervention force, which is to be deployed in 
Zaire for intervention in Burundi if necessary. 


This technical commission will report to Mark Faguy, 
the UN special representative for Burundi. 
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Rwandan, Burundian Ministers Urge Refugees To 
Return 


LD2801190796 Brussels La Une Radio Network 
in French 1700 GMT 28 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Africa, two ministers, one 
Rwandan and one Burundian, have together visited 
a Rwandan refugee camp in Burundi. It is a great 
symbolic first, which is aimed at encouraging the 
refugees to return. (Francoise Wolmack): 


([Wolmack] This concerns the Rwandan minister for 
integration and the Burundian interior minister. ‘The two 
men went together to the Ntamba camp in the north 
of Burundi, to attempt to convince the thousands of 
Rwandan Hutu refugees there that they had nothing to 
fear about returning to their country. 


The two ministers, both of whom are Tutsi, addressed 
12,000 scared Hutus living in squalid conditions for 
months. Morecver, these refugees have been harassed 
by the Burundian Army and Tanzania has closed its 
borders. They are thus trapped in Burundi. 


The Rwandan minister explained to them that they 
should not be afraid to return to their country, even if 
the instigators of the 1994 genocide are yet to be judged. 


According to UN statistics, more than 116,000 Rwan- 
dans are living in camps in Burundi, with another mil- 
lion still in Zaire. 


Burundi: Police Arrest Labor Unionists, Politicians, 
Journalists 


AB2601122596 Dakar PANA in English 
1125 GMT 26 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Bujumbura, Burundi (PANA) 
— Police in Bujumbura have arrested several trade 
unionists, politicians and journalists suspected of being 
ringleaders in a recent one-week strike. The strike, from 
January 15 to 21, was called to force the resignation of 
the government of President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya 
on allegations that he has been secretly backing Hutu 
guerrillas in their fight against the Tutsi-dominated 
Burundian Army. 


The latest arrests came a few days after that of Deo Niy- 
onzima, who heads a Tutsi group known as “the Youth 
Solidarity for the Defence of Minorities", which spear- 
headed the work-stoppage. Niyonzima was arrested by 
the police after a ames Bond-type chase in the streets 
of the Burundian capital. 


A trade uionist at the National Institute of Public 
Security, Innocent Massunzu, was arrested Thursday (25 
January} evening for his alleged role in the strike. As 
part of a crackdown against the strike’s leaders, the 


is report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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government has placed Hitimana Mathias and Cyrille 
Sigejeje under house arrest for the past 20 days. 
Hitimana is chairman {of the) People’s Reconciliation 
Party while Sigejeje heads the Rally for Democracy and 
Social Development. 


The government has also detained two independent jour- 
nalists, Doweri Dismas of the weekly LA BALANCE 
and Jean-Marie Bizimana of LA NATION, another 
weekly. Doweri allegediy wrote articles that insulted 
cabinet ministers while Bizimana is accused of trying 
to divide and demoralise the army during the strike. 
The Tutsi-dominaied Army did not back the strike. 


Reliable sources in the Justice Ministry said arresi 
warrants had also been issued for secondary school 
teachers and university lecturers suspected of being 
behind the anti-government work stoppage. At the 
beginning of the strike, the Tutsi Burundian Prime 
Minister Antoine Nduwayo cautioned the organisers 
(that) the government would take stern action. 


Burundi has been rocked by political instability and 
ethnic violence since October 1993, after the Hutu 
democratically elected President Melchior Ndadaye was 
assassinated in a failed coup d'etat by elements of the 
Tutsi-dominated Army. 


Cameroon 


Cameroon: Preliminary Results Give Ruling Party 
55% Lead 


AB2601224096 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1830 GMT 26 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In Cameroon, the firs: official 
results of the 21 January municipal elections are now 
out, with the ruling Cameroon People’s Democratic 
Movement winning 55 percent of the communes. It is 
foliowed by the opposition Social Democratic Front and 
National Union for Democracy and Progress. It should 
be recalled that 38 parties presented candidates in the 
elections. 


Cameroon: Spokesman Assesses Government’s 
Performance in Elections 


AB2801151796 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 27 Jan 96 


(From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Since multi-partyism was in- 
troduced in Cameroon in 1990, elections have never 
been less than controversial. President Paul Biya’s vic- 
tory in the 1992 presidential election was disputed by 
the opposition, which alleged widespread rigging. Last 
Sunday's [14 January] municipal elections were no ex- 
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ception. Before they even took place the government 
had disqualified over half of the candidates from one of 
the main opposition parties — John Fru Ndi’s Social 
Democratic Front [SDF] — doing little for the govern- 
ment's reputation for holding a fair contest. Results from 
many of the councils have been slow to come in this 
week. Now, all but four of the resulu, have been pub- 
lished. William Wallace asked Government Spokesman 
Augustin Kontchou Kuomegni how the ruling party did: 


[Begin recording] [Kuomegni] The ruling party have 
gained the most of all these councils. We have now 
something like 230 councils gained by the ruling party, 
and the second party till now is the SDF with, let's say, 
a very good score in 4 of the 10 regions of the country. 


[Wallace] So how many councils did the [SDF] win? 


{[Kuomegni] Between 50 and 60 councils. The UNDP, 
which is u.e third party in these elections, has gained 
something like 40 councils. So, the ruling party emerged 
like the leading party in the country. 


{Wallace} But detractors of the government are going 
to say that the reason why the ruling party has won so 
many seats is because you disqualified opposition from 
contesting a large number of the councils. 


[Kuomegni] That is not a good argument. You can 
remark that, for instance, we did not disqualify any list 
of SDF in the far north, in the north, or in the Adamawa, 
and in those provinces which are really populated we 
have gained, let's say, about all the councils. 


[Wallace] However, it may be hard for some people to 
believe that this was a fair contest, after the government 
had disqualified the opposition from so many seats. 


{[Kuomegni] I am demonstrating to you that if some lists 
were disqualified, that was according to the law... 


(Wallace, interrupting) But your detractors will say 
again that the ruling party, the government, has become 
rather good at manipulating the laws in its favor, 
particularly when it comes to elections. 


{[Kuomegni] That is not true. You know, we are a state 
of law. You have justice here, which has its job to do. 
And it is not because you have said that we disqualified 
and we do not respect the law. It is not because you say 
that that it is true, or it is the truth. And since we are ina 
state of law, even if you are the ruling party or a party in 
Opposition, you have to fulfil! these conditions, and they 
have not only to cry that their lists were disqualified. 
They have to say if this was done according, or not, to 
the law. [end recording} 


This report may contain copyrighted maternal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Chad conclusions. We did not agree with those who said that 
Chad: Political Parties Meet Deby To Review Franceville would be a failure and we do not agree today 
Franceville Meeting that Franceville was a failure. Franceville is a stage. 


AB2801101396 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 13 Jan 96 


[FBIS Tr.inslated Excerpt} The political parties of the 
democratic opposition and nonpolitical organizations 
were received by the head of state this morning to 
draw the lessons from the Franceville meeting. Djimasta 
Koibla, transitional prime minister and head of yovern- 
ment, and (Abbas Adis), cuiairman of the Higher Tran- 
sitional Council were also present. As I have already 
said, the purpose of this meeting was to take stock of 
the Franceville round table conference which, unfortu- 
nately, did not meet the expectations of the Chadian 
people. It was an abortive meeting, some say, and a step 
forward, others say. Jeremie Oderengoula was present 
at this morning's meeting ai the Presidential Palace: 


[Begin recording) [Oderengoula] The main objective of 
this morning's meeting was to take stock of the abortive 
Franceville meeting. Two days ago, the golden palace 
hosted a similar meeting but the purpose of that one 
was to prepare the round table conference. Today, what 
stock can be taken and, especially what lessons can be 
drawn from the Franceville conference? All the active 
forces of the nation — the very people who attended 
the conference in Gabon — were there: Political parties 
of the democratic opposition, trade unions, and civil 
society associations. Everyone admitted that the round 
table conference was a failure. However, there was 
divided opinion over the responsibility of each and 
everyone. For some — namely, the political parties of 
the democratic opposition — the failure of the meeting 
must be partly blamed on the government which had not 
prepared it well. For others, there is no doubt that the 
armed political movements were entirely responsible for 
the failure of the conference. [passage omitted] 


Drawing the lessons from the Franceville round table 
conference, the secretary general of the CSP [expansion 
unknown] said that Franceville [words indistinct] cannot 
be regarded as a failure. Since the search for peace is a 
process, the Franceville conference must be regarded 
as a nonnegligeable achievement. Listen to Ayoun 
Abderramane Haga: 


(Haga) | think Franceville is a stage that must be 
pursued. A certain number of difficulues prevented us 
from attaining the expected results, but that 1s no reason 
to say that Franceville was a failure and that it must be 
the end. | think people have tned to regard Pranceville 
as a panacea to all our ills. Speaking about Franceville 
as the last opportunity meeting and all the rest is an 
extreme opinion which can only lead to making extreme 


Peace is a process and this process musi be pursued. 
The government said this in its statement yesterday. 
The political party leaders also said this in the news 
conference they held yesterday. | think we must let the 
population understand tha. peace is not an easy business. 
It begins somewhere and it must serve as a prelude to 
the attainment of the results expected by all. 


{Oderengoula] The civil socicty was in complete agree- 
ment with the CSP but askec\ the government to keep 
the contact with the armed opposition movements un- 
ul they collectively or individually join the democratic 
process. This view was expressed by all the political 
partes of the democratic opposition yesterday at their 
news conference. [end recording] 


Rwanda 


Rwanda: Government Seeks Extradition of 
Criminals From Zambia 


£A2601155096 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
0445 GMT 26 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Dr. Anastase Gasana, the 
minister of foreign affairs and cooperation, accompanied 
by Justice Minister Marthe Mukamurenzi returned home 
yesterday trom a three-day mission to Lusaka, Zambia. 
Upon his arrival in Kigali, Minister Gasana explained on 
the phone to Radio Rwanda the purpose of their mission 
to Zambia. 


[Begin recording] [Gasana] | delivered a special mes- 
sage from His Exceliency the president of the Republic 
of Rwanda to His Excellency the president of the Ke- 
public of Zambia. In order to carry out the mission, | 
was accompanied by Madam Marthe Mukamurenzi, the 
justice minister. [passage omitted] 


We were later received by the Zambian justice minis- 
ter with whom we reviewed the issue of those who ran 
away from Rwanda, who committed genocide and mas- 
sacres in Rwanda, and who went into hiding in Zama. 
We examined together how we could establish coop- 
eration in the field of justice in order to exchange 1in- 
formation between the two countries’ justice ministries 
and thus better trace those who committed genocide and 
massacres in Rwanda, and who went into hiding in Zam- 
hia. [passage omitted] 


Finally we were, of course, received by His Excellency 
the president of the Republic of Zama to whom 
we delivered the special message from His Excellency 
the president of the Republic of Rwanda, a message 
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of solidarity between Zambia and Rwanda. [passage 
omitted} 


([Ndayambaje] Mr. minister, let's come back to matters 
related to justice. It is a known fact that . .ere are a large 
number of Rwandan criminals in Zambia. Did you ask 
for any form of extradition of these genocide suspects 
so that they can be tried by our national courts ? 


[Gasana} Indeed there are 13 culprits, 13 people, 13 
Rwandan nationals who committed genocide and mas- 
sacres in 1994 and who were arrested. We discussed 
the matter with Zambian officials and, as you know, 
Rwandan courts are competent to try these criminals, 
all the more 30 because the crimes were committed in 
Rwanda, on Rwandan territory, by Rwandans against 
other Rwandans. So we have a duty to try these crimi- 
nals. That is why we asked Zambia to discuss with the 
Rwandan Government how theve criminals, whom they 
arrested and jailed, can be extradited. 


[Ndayambaje] So the Zambian officials responded pos- 
itively to your request? 


{Gasana) Yes, yes, but of course the request is going to 
be examined by various authorities of the Zambian State 
apparatus. The request has been made, and it is going 
to be examined. We will follow up that request before 
the Zambian Government, within the framework of our 
bilateral relations of cooperation and friendship, notably 
at the level of justice, and security. Exchanges between 
the two governments will continue. [end recordirg] 


Minister Anastase Gasana was interviewed by our 
colleague, Vital Ndayambaje, after an official mission 
to Zambia. 


Zaire 


Zaire: Christian Parties Create New Political 
Plarform 

AB2701 154096 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 26 Jan : 


([FBIS Translated Tex! © atforms, a!!iances, and coali- 
tions have been followin... one another in Zaire. A new 
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political piatform has just been created in Kinshasa, and 
it declares itself to be a Christian party. Details from 
Kinshasa with Kamanda Wa Kamanda: 


[Begin Kamanda recording] Christian political parties 
have decided to form an electoral platform which 
will be officially presented to the public in a few 
days. The leaders of this umpteenth politice! group say 
their members are from every quarter and from every 
religious confession existing in the Republic of Zaire. 
The new platform claims to be different from all the 
others by virtue of its refusal to take sides dunag the 
transition period, and that it will focus all its activities on 
the upcoming elections. This decision comes at a time 
when people are talking about a crisis existing within 
the political circle, thus forcing it to set up a government 
of national union. 


According to SALONGO, the pro-Mobutu daily news- 
paper, the current coalition — a political group called 
the Union for Republic and Democracy [URD], which 
came from the Forces of Conclave — is on the verge of 
a split. The daily also says that Mandugu-Bola Nyau, 
the acting chairman of the conclave political forces, has 
set up a 43-member delegation, giving them the job of 
closely investigating the government action in order to 
pass a no-confidence vote against it. 


According to other sources, President Mobutu has asked 
the same political leader to implement a mechanism 
to put an end to the term of Prime Minister Kengo 
wa Dondo. It is public knowledge that the struggle 
between the forces of the conclave — that is the 
presidential group and the URD, the prime minister's 
platform — concerns a fair share and balance ir power, 
and governmental policy on the privatization of state 
enterprises. A state whose death would also bring about 
the physical and moral death of the people, according to 
the last message sent by the Catholic bishops, who have 
launched a call to safeguard life and human beings. [end 
recording] 
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Eritrea 
Eritrea: President Receives Yemeni Ambassador at 
End of Assignment 


JN2601195696 Sanaa Republic of Yemen Television 
Network in English 1930 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Eritrean President, Isaias 
Afwerki, received in Asmara the Yemeni ambassador 
to Asmara, Ahmad ‘Abdallah al-Basha, whose term of 
assignment in Eritrea has ended. During the meeting, de- 
velopments in the level of bilateral relations and means 
of resolving the dispute between the two countries over 
the Greater Hanish island in the Red Sea were discussed. 
The Eritrean president had asked the ambassador to de- 
liver a message to the president on this regard. The 
Eritrean foreign minister, Peiros Solomon, had earlier 
received the ambassador for the same purpose. 


Ethiopia 
Germany To Repatriate Ethiopians Without 
Asylum Status 


EA2601220096 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia 
International Service in English 1630 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Ethiopia and Germany have 
expressed satisfaction over the efforts so far made by the 
two countries in a bid to strengthen bilateral relations. 
In the discussion Prime Minister Meles Zenawi held 
with the visiting German President Roman Herzog in 
his office today it has been disclosed that both countries 
will further exert their efforts to strengthen bilateral 
relations. [passage omitted] 


President Herzog said Ethiopians who now reside in 
Germany and do not have an asylum status must return 
to their country as peace and tranquility is prevailing in 
Ethiopia. Prime Minister Meles and President Herzog 
also sxchanged ideas on the current situation in Africa 
in addition to the common affairs of the two countries. 


Kenya 
Kenya: Moi Vows To Root Out Corruption, Shelves 
Draft Press Law 


EA2701135196 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 
1600 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) President Daniel Arap Moi 
today directed the attorney general to shelve the pro- 
posed media legislation in Kenya until further notice. 
President Moi noted that the draft bills had been misun- 
derstood by a majority of people who are against them. 
Saying that the Press Council of Kenya and the Me- 
dia Commission bills were not meant to emasculate the 
freedom of the press, President Moi stated that the Gov- 
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ernment had ao intention of introducing legislation that 
will suppress that freedom. 


The president, at the same time, reiterated the Govern- 
ment’s commitment to root out corruption in the coun- 
try. He directed the police and other law enforcement 
agencies to continue with the relentless pursuit for cor- 
rupt officers. Noting that the law will be applied to all 
alike, President Moi said even permanent secretaries 
who will be found engaging in corrupt practices will 


not be spared. 


President Moi was addressing the nation from the Jomo 
Kenyatta International Airport, Nairobi, on arrival from 
Uganda, where he attended the 10th anniversary of the 
National Resistance Movement, NRM. The president 
noted that the country would have made significant 
progress to the extent that it would now be economically 
independent were it not for corrupt officers who were 
not committe ‘9 the country. 


Presiden’ \.0i . s; mended the police for their rece: 
heroic a on aga ast car hijackers in the country, noting 
that the n.°2°" of crimes had drastically reduced. The 


president, at we same time, asked donor countries not 
to take sides in the country’s internal miatters. He said 
it was unfortunate that some diplomats had openly 
shown bias in their dealings, thereby antagonizing 
Kenyans against their compatriots. The president further 
told donors tha! no one in the country’s leadership 
encouraged corruption, adding that they should not harp 
on that to withhold vital assistance. [passage omitied! 


On his visit to Uganda, President Moi said it had 
augured well for the East African cooperation and 
announced that the launching of the cooperation will 
be done in Arusha, Tanzania, in March. The president 
called on Kenyans to nurture the newfound unity in the 
region for the benefit of all in East Africa. [passage 
omitted] 


Somalia 


Somalia: Presiden‘ Receives State Department 
Delegation 

EA2801190896 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 28 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) “Ali Mahdi Muhammad, 
presiden' of the Somali Republic and chairman of 
the Sornali Salvation Alliance, has received a US. 
delegation led by Ambassador David Shinn, director of 
East African affairs in the State Department. 


The president and director discussed issues pertaining 
to eastern Africa, particularly Somalia, and the U.S. 
Government's continued assistance to the Surmali people 
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to find a solution to their problenis, in particular political 
and economic development. [passage omitted] 


Somalia: Atto Group To Comply With UNSC 
Statement 


EA2601211196 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of Somali Pacification in Somali 1630 GMT 26 Jan 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] Colonel Osman Robleh Mo- 
hamoud, acting chairman of the USC [United Somali 
Congress}, has attended an emergency meeting of the 
Organization's executive committee to discuss the UN 
Security Council statement and Butrus Butrus-Ghali, the 
UN Secretary General's report on Somalia. The meet- 
ing was attended by USC leadership, and the executive 
committee members issued the following declaration: 


1. The USC warmly welcomes the UN Security Council 
declaration that the international community has not 
forgotten Somalia: 


2. The USC is ready to participate in and facilitate the 
holding of a national conference in accordance with the 
UN Security Council's call: 


3. The USC supports the UN office monitoring Somali 
affairs. The USC calls for the expansion of the office: 


4. The USC calls on Somali people to positively respond 
to international calls aimed at solving their problems. 


5. The USC appeals to the international community to 
increase its assistance to the needy Somali people. 


Somalia: USC-SNA Official Welcomes UNSC 
Statement 


EA2601213596 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of Somali Pacification in Somali 1630 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Abdi Hassan Awaleh Qeyb- 
did, the USC-SNA [United Somali Congress-Somali 
National Alliance] secretary of internal affairs, today 
attended a colorful ceremony marking the fifth anniver- 
sary of the ouster of Mohamed Siad Barre. [passage 
omiited] 


Speaking on the UN Security Council call on Somali 
Organizations to start peace negotiations to form a 
coalition government, Mr. Qeybdid said the USC-SNA 
welcomed the call and was ready to participate in 
any meeting to discuss the Somali interests and future. 
[passage omitted] 
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Somalia: Resistance Army Battles Aidid Forces in 
Southwest; 29 Dead 


EA2601191196 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 26 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Reports say fierce fighung 
occurred on 25 January between Rahawein Resistance 
Army [RRA] forces and Aidid’s militia at a location in 
Habare. In the 12-hour battle, the RRA forces killed 18 
members of the militia and wounded 32, destroyed four 
battle wagons, and captured a large quantity of small 
arms and heavy weapons. The RRA lost 11 martyrs and 
31 were wounded. 


Somalia: Fierce Clan Fighting Erupts in 
Mogadishu; 13 dead 


AB2801180696 Paris AFP in English 
1754 GMT 28 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, Jan 28 (AFP) — 
At least 13 people were killed and more than 24 were 
wounded when fierce clan fighting broke out in the war- 
torn Somali capital Mogadishu on Sunday [28 January}. 


The fighting, which erupted early on Sunday in north 
Mogadishu, was between self-styled Somali interim 
president "Ali Mahdi Mohamed’s Abgal clan, which 
supports his Somali Salvation Alliance (SSA), and those 
of the Murusade clan. The fighting later spread to the 
Green Line dividing the city between north, controlled 
by the SSA faction, and the south controlled by two 
Habr Gedir factions of the United Somali Congress/ 
Somali National Alliance (USC/SNA) led by General 
Mohamed Farah Aidid and his rival, Osman Hassan ‘Ali 
“Atto.” 


Heavy and small machine guns, recoilless rifles, mortars 
and rocket-propelled grenades were used during the 
fighting, which was still going on Sunday afternoon. 
Witnesses said that stray rounds of mortars and rifle 
fire hit several areas near the overcrowded main Bakara 
market, killing more than eight and wounding 16 others. 
But hospital sources said the death toll was much higher. 
Digfer Hospital in south Mogadishu said it had treated 
more than a dozen people, while many more were 
unable to reach the hospital. 


Hundreds of families were seen fleeing the fighting near 
the Green Line, which appeared to escalate as they day 
wore on. 


None of the rival clans have made any statement on 
the new fighting, the heaviest armed confrontation in 
Mogadishu since September last year, when animosities 
between Murusade leader Mohamed Qanyare Afrah and 
“Ali Mahdi triggered a battle between the two clans in 
the Bermuda area of south Mogadishu. 
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Qanyare is currently “interior minister” in Aidid’s south 
Mogadishu government, which was formed last June 
after a conference of his supporters declared him interim 
Somali president for three years, but which is not 
recognised by other armed Somali clan factions allied 
to "Ali Mahdi. 


Somalia: Islamic Court Imposes Curfew in North 
Mogadishu 

AB2701184096 Paris AFP in English 

1346 GMT 27 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, Jan 27 (AFP) — 
An Islamic court in North Mogadishu has imposed 
a midnight-to-dawn curfew and warned that anybody 
found carrying arms during that period would be se- 
verely dealt with. 


In a broadcast Saturday, a radio station that supports 
self-declared interim Somali President ‘Ali Mahdi Mv- 
hamed said the curfew took effect at midnight (2100 
GMT) Priday in all areas under the control of Northern 
Mogadishu’s strongman. 


The decree was issued after long and extensive meetings 
on Priday between Islamic Court judges and ‘Ali Mahdi, 
who heads the Somali Salvation Alliance (SSA), the 
radio said. 


It gave no reasons for imposing a curfew during the 
ongoing fasting month of Ramadan, when Moslems fast 
between sunrise and sunset, but can eat between that 
time and dawn. But informed sources believed it could 
have been prompted by growing security problems in 
areas under ‘Ali Mahdi’s control, which prompted him 
to threaten over his radio on Friday to deal firmly with 
“naughty elements of North Mogadishu.” 


As soon as the decree went into effect Friday, militia- 
men of the Islamic Court poured into the dusty streets of 
North Mogadishu to search for unauthorised weapons, 
shouting “joogso" (stop) and giving security instructions 
to passers-by. 

"Ali Mahdi issued a similar decree last year, but it failed 
to work as expected. 


In the past three days, two men have been shot and 
killed on the streets of North Mogadishu, while a faction 
opposed to ‘Ali Mahdi has threatened to kill three 
senior SSA officials. The threat was directed ai General 
Aden Abdullahi Nur, chairman of the Somali Patriotic 
Movement; Somali National Pront Spokesman Isse 
Ugas Trabi; and ‘Abdi Osman Farah, deputy chairman 
of the Hawadle clan's political organisation, the United 
Somali Congress Peace Movement. All are allied with 
the SSA. 
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The rival group is said to have accused the three of 
Creating rivalry within the north Mogadishu community, 
but the threat was seen by the Islamic Court as coming 
from “agents of Satan trying to challenge peace and 
stability achieved through the use of the Shari'a laws." 


Somalia: Details of North Mogadishu Curfew 
Broadcast 


EA2801 153996 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 0445 GMT 27 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) A meeting was held on 26 
January at Mowla’a Shaykh Muhyidin Shaykh ‘Ali 
Headquarters in Mogadishu, aimed at discussing emer- 
gency matters, supporting the Islamic courts’ work, 
combating any acts causing instability, which has of 
late been seen in some districts of Banaadir region, and 
Strengthening the working relations between the public 
and Islamic courts. It was attended by Islamic scholars, 
politicians, intellectuals, officers, and people from all 
walks of life. 


After deliberating o1. the aforementioned issues, the par- 
ticipants unanimously agreed on the following points: 


1. Carrying firearms in the city without the knowledge 
of the Islamic Supreme Council, charged with imple- 
mentation of Shari'ah law and Islamic courts, is banned, 
and anyone found carrying them will be disarmed; 


2. All movement in the city from midnight to dawn is 
banned, and anyone found in the streets between these 
hours will be construed as going against the decision 
and they will be dealt with accordingly; 


3. The forces charged with implementing the decision 
will not be held responsible for any harm done to anyone 
flouting the curfew; 


4. Resolving criminal acts through traditional laws with- 
Out first informing the judicial and security institutions 
or the relevant persons, including district officials, is 
banned; 


5. A peaceful demonstration in support of the decision 
and Shari'ah law will be held; 


6. The implementation of the decision will be the duty 
of the judiciary, administration, and security forces. 


Delivering an important speech, Mr ‘Ali Mahdi Muham- 
mad, president of the Somali Republic, who is also 
chairman of the Somali Salvation Alliance, SSA, said 
the decision on security is the first of its kind. It differs 
from previous decisions, in that many deliberations were 
held to see why the others failed. The president said the 
decision should be implemented immediately. He said 
there is a third party in the running of the administration 
and has warned it (words indistinct]. [passage omitted] 
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Uganda 


Ugandan Defense Ministry Denies Training Army 
in Rwanda 

EA2601205296 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 

in English 1900 GMT 26 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Ministry of Defense 
has released a statement refuting some remarks made 
by presidential aspirant Paul Kawanga Ssemogerere, 
published in a NEW VISION story of 24 January, 
entitled: Ssemogerere Hits at NRM [National Resistance 
Movement) Policies. 


The statement, signed by the minister of state for 
defense, Mr. Amama Mbabazi, said that in the story, 
Ssemogerere is reported as having claimed that NRM 
is pursuing politics of confrontation and arrogance and 
accused President Museveni of training an Army in 
neighboring Rwanda and transporting military hardware 
through Uganda. 


Mr. Amama Mbabazi said that the Ministry of Defense 
would like to make it categorically clear that the gov- 
ernment is not training any Army in Rwanda because 
Uganda has enough land on which to train its Army. 
He added that even at an official level, Uganda has not 
sent its Army for training in Rwanda because Rwanda, 
unlike the United States, Russia, the United Kingdom, 
Tanzania and Ghana, has no facilities to train Uganda's 
Army. 


Turning to the allegation that a lot of military hardware 
passes through Uganda, Mr. Amama Mbabazi dismissed 
it as ridiculous, but added that if a neighboring coun- 
try had a legitimate transaction requiring the" military 
hardware to pass through Uganda after fulfilling all the 
necessary formalities, the Uganda Government would 
have no legitimate reason to stop the arms in transit. 


Mr. Amama Mbabazi described Ssemogerere's allega- 
tions as lies, typical of the outdated reactionary forces. 


Uganda: Museveni Speech Marks NRM 
Anniversary 

EA2701134796 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1006 GMT 26 Jan 96 


{[AdJress by Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni at 
Kololo Airbase on 26 January, marking the anniversary 
of the National Resistance Movement — recorded] 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [passage omitted) We are 
now celebrating 10 years of being in power. Today's 
celebration reminds us of the struggle the National 
Resistance Movement has been involved in since 1971 
to make Uganda a good country to live in. [passage 
omitted) 
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Coming to regional cooperation, I have to point out 
to you that people of my generation were brought 
up to think of Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda as one 
country — almost. We were working closely in our 
region even before the advent of colonialism. And Lake 
(Nalubale) — Lake Victoria, we in Uganda here we 
call it (Nalubale), that is what we call it — the place of 
abode of gods, gods stay there. That is what (Nalubale) 
means. The lake has united us physically and spiritually. 


To many of us, the collapse of the East African 
community in 1977 was a great tragedy for our region. 
We have, however, never lost hope that one day we 
shall re-establish the special relationship which existed 
among our three countries in the past. That day has 
now arrived. After talking to President Moi last week 
and taking into account the meeting we had earlier with 
President Mkapa, I knew that that day had arrived. 


Very soon the secretariat in Arusha will begin function- 
ing and we shall move quickly to catch up on the time 
we have lost these last 19 years. East Africans have no 
alternative to cooperation among themselves. Prosperity 
will continue to elude all of us if we do not pool our 
resoruces together, if we do not allow the free flow of 
those resources across our borders. 


Incidentally, the collapse of the community was also 
partly due to the dynamics of the situation at that 
time. You remember who were sustaining the East 
African comniunity. It was mainly the politicians and 
the bureaucrats. You remember, we had no middle class, 
we had no African middle class, we had no African 
producers on a big scale. [passage omitted] 


So, a social stratum is emerging that will demand unity, 
because they want business and the politicians, and we 
the politicians, we cannot stop them. I am, therefore, 
pleased that we are waking up to the situation and 
facilitating the doing of business by these vigorous 
people. 


And if we tax these people — let them blossom and then 
tax them. Oh, you will get a lot of money like the money 
I get from B.A.T. [British American Tobacco] each year 
— $40 million. I just get it free: 1 don’t have to beg 
donors and speak nicely to this minister from overseas. 
I get my $40 million from the tobacco company. So, 
if I had 1,000 of these companies, I would be going to 
Paris not as a beggar but as a donor. So, let us make 
business easy, then you will see how we shall be free 


of financial dependence. 


Our region needs peace. Our policy is to maintain 
peace through friendly relations with our neighbours 
and the rest of the world. We also know that in order to 
have peace and security within our borders there must 
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be peace in the neighboring countries, because chaos 
among neighbors soon spills over into the neighborhood, 
especially in the form of refugees, with all the attendant 
problems. 


Peace can be achieved through dialogue, through rec- 
onciliation, and the sacrifice of perceived advantages. I 
therefore call upon unsettled countries in our region — 
like Burundi, Somalia, the Sudan — to work for peace 
through dialogue and reconciliation so that our region 
can embark on the urg-nt task of development. Instead 
of concentrating on peace, you find some of the neigh- 
bors concentrate on buying weapons. 


Like, for instance, once I told the president of the Sudan, 
Gen Hasan al-Bashir: Sometimes they come and throw 
a few bombs — unguided bombs — in some cassava 
fields in Koboko and places like that. And you just 
wonder because the Sudanese don't make planes: they 
buy them. I know where they buy them. I can also go 
there and buy the same planes. So, what are we trying 
to prove? Why waste time? [passage omitted] 


Now, it is our job to bring peace to this country. It does 
not matter whether we bring peace today or tomorrow, 
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or two months from now: we shall have to bring the 
peace. So why waste time? Now, for instance, when al- 
Bashir brings some unguided bombs and pushes them 
out of an aircraft, I don’t think they have got even 
systems to deliver them from an Antonov-26. I know 
where they buy the Antonov-26. It is in Russia. I can 
also go there and buy. But what does it mean? Is 
it our job to give free money to Europeans to buy 
useless things which will not contribute to building our 
economy? I think this is really disorientation. We better 
wake up and do our work. 


Countrymen, a lot remains to be done to turn Uganda 
into a developed country. If we want to achieve this 
goal, the leadership must be right, and in a few months’ 
time you will be choosing your leaders ‘o run the 
country for the next five years. You should use the 
power you have of the vote wisely, so that the leaders 
you choose can steer the ship of state to development 
and prosperity which has already started. Thank you for 
your attention and may the good Lord be with you as 
we celebrate this occasion, and as we look forward to a 
future full of promise. Thank you very much. 
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Spokesman Explains Mandela’s Position on ((Husein)) "We are very eager to meet him and we want 
Farrakhan Visit to host him. Two days ago, we started advertising him 


MB2601172196 London BBC World Service 
in English 0530 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(From the "Network Africa” program; passages within 
quotation marks recorded) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The black American Muslim 
leader Louis Farrakhan is no stranger to controversy. 
So he (?will hardly) be surprised at the storm that 
is brewing even before he arrives in South Africa at 
the weekend. Some sections in the country’s nonracial 
society have taken strong exception to Mr. Farrakhan's 
anti-white and anti-Semitic rhetoric, but others are 
happy to receive a Muslim leader preaching a message 
of black self-reliance. Despite widespread objections, 
President Mandela has made it known that he has 
agreed to Mr. Farrakhan’s request to meet him. (Shane 
Leakenitski) begins her report on the visit by asking the 
president’s spokesman, Parks Mankahlana, to explain 
the official position. 


(Mankahlana] “President Mandela feels that he is not 
in the position to deny to meet anyone, because of his 
standing in the world and also because quite a number 
of people, both ‘*aders and ordinary human beings, turn 
toward him for icadership. So he is not qualified really 
to refuse to meet anyone that asks to see him.” 


{(Leakenitski)] But feelings are running high in the 
country and both objections and support for this most 
controversial visitor have jammed the lines on phone-in 
programs at South Africa's lively Radio 702: 


[Radio presenter (Zeif Shalev)] “Good evening. How 
long have you been on this radio station, and have you 
ever objected to white racists being in this country? 
Why not... (pause) Let us take it fairly. If we don’t 
allow Louis Farrakhan into the country because he is a 
racist, why do we not then get a deportation order for all 
the AWB [Afrikaner Res stance Movement] people and 
kick them out because they are also a bunch of racists?" 


(Unidentified speaker) "I have said on this show about 
five times, as came on this evening, I think this man 
should be allowed into this country. I think this man 
should be allowed into this radio station, if that is what 
it takes. ” 


That was (Zeif Shalev) in the hot spot on Radio 702, 
showing clear support for Mr. Farrakhan being allowed 
to come. Among those who are welcoming him with 
open arms are some Islamic groups as we heard from 
(Fafad Husein), chairman of the Institute of Islamic 


coming to South Africa and the amount of calls we are 
getting from our people that they want to meet him, they 
want to see him, they want to hear his point of view; 
there is a hell of a lot of interest amongst the Muslims 
and non-Muslims.” 


Presenter (Zeif Shalev) of Radio 702: 


((Shalev)} "He is being welcomed because he is a 
black leader and has a huge following in the United 
States. It should be said that the organization which, we 
understand, is bringing him out is the Pan-Africanist 
Congress, which is a black consciousness organization, 
which is an organization which encourages pride in 
being black.” 


((Leal ~nitski)} Amidst all the furor that has been 
aroused by Farrakhan's invitation, much of the debate 
has focused on freedom of speech, with South Africans 
rushing to the defense of their new and hard-won 
democracy. But at the same time, they are fears that this 
controversy is also reopening old wounds. (Zeif Shalev) 
says few people phoning in felt that Farrakhan should 
be barred from entering the country. But judging from 
the phone-ins, the visitor has clear!y hyped up levels of 
hostility. 


[(Shalev)} "We suddenly had this growth of mudslinging 
at certain race groups and suddenly tension began to 
mount between the Jewish caller and the Muslim callers 
on the station, the whole Middle East thing came up 
again, which for a long time has been a non-issue 
in this country. The interesting thing for me is, the 
people have been saying: You know racism exist [words 
indistinct] and Indians are particularly racists and whites 
are particularly racists. Racism still exist widely in 
this country, and that is the kind of talk we haven't 
heard in this country for two or three years, really 
racial grouping attacking other racial groupings. It is 
something I haven't experienced on this radio station 
for a long time.” 


({Leakenitski] In this atmosphere of heightened tensions, 
some people are asking whether President Mandela has 
perhaps been compromised by his decision to meet 
Mr. Farrakhan this weekend. His spokesman Parks 
Mankahlana does not agree. 


(Mankahlana} “That view is really inaccurate because 
President Mandela meeting Mr. Farrakhan does not 
mean that he embraces his views at all. In fact, most of 
the things that Mr. Farrakhan has said in public would 
upset the president quite immensely. But that doesn't 
mean the president should not see him.” 
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National Party, ANC Comment on Farrakhan Visit 
to South Africa 


MB2601161596 Pretoria Radio Pretoria in Afrikaans 
0530 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Moslem leader Louis Farrakhan 
ought to be deported immediately if he intends to use his 
forthcoming visit to South Africa to canvass support for 
his resistance movement against the U.S. Government. 
That is the view of National Party [NP] spokesman on 
foreign affairs, Dr. Boy Geldenhuys. Dr. Geldenhuys 
said the NP is not opposed to Farrakhan’s visit as 
long as he refrains from racist or supremacist religious 
Statements. 


According to Dr. Geldenhuys, South Africa car ot 
allow the promotion of resistance against a friendly 
country that is contributing to the Reconstruction and 
Development Program. 


The ANC has reacted coolly toward Farrakhan’s 1n- 
tended visit and expressed the hope that it would help 
him understand why South Africans are opposed to in- 
tellectual intolerance and the oppression of women. 


Mandela Comments on Meeting With Louis 
Farrakhan 


MB2801170196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1324 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} JOHANNESBURG January 28 
SAPA — Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan and 
President Nelson Mandela met on Sunday and agreed 
there should be equal rights surrounding religion, gender 
and race. 


Farrakhan, 62, the American Muslim cleric who has 
been criticised for sexist, anti-semitic and racist com- 
ments, arrived in South Africa for a three-day visit after 
a tired flight crew triggered an overnight delay in Kin- 
shasa, Zaire. 


Mandela, known for his attempts at reconciling a nation 
of different religions, genders and races, said he agreed 
to meet with Farrakhan just as he would have agreed to 
meet with any other leader holding “divergent views’. 


“There was no issue that arose in disagreement,” Man- 
dela told journalists outside his Houghton home. “In 
our meeting, | outlined the fundamental principles in 
which our (African National Congress) policy is based 
and how we hope to use that to change South Africa,” 
Mandela said highlighting the ideals of non-tacialism, 
non-sexism and religious tolerance. 


Farrakhan, in turn, agreed that these principles were 
ideal, but it was still a battle fighting ignorance and 
racism. “Islam is a religion (which) if practised prop- 


FBIS-AFR-96-019 
29 January 1996 


erly, disallows racism, racialism, injustice, tyranny and 
oppression,” Farrakhan said. "But we must work to erase 
that injustice (of racism and ignorance) while at the 
same time, not denying the rights the creator has given 
to us all.” 


Farrakhan, who has been quoted as calling Jews "blood- 
suckers” for their alleged lack of contributions to US 
African-American communities, was criticised for ask- 
ing women to stay at home to take care of their children 
for his Million Man March. The march, held in October 
of last year, was meant to unite African-American men 
and invoke a sense of responsibility. 


After meeting with Mandela, Farrakhan — who said 
Muslims were working toward non-sexism — presented 
the leader with a wrist watch saying men had to be on 
lime to "protect women and their rights”. 


On Saturday, South African Muslims and black con- 
sciousness supporters were left in the lurch — zigzag- 
ging in the rain back and forth from the Johannesburg 
International Airport to the hotel where he was to have 
held a press conference. 


On his expected arrival Saturday some supporters held 
welcome placards while others, wearing shackles, held 
posters saying black South Africans were not yet free. 


Farrakhan visited Libya on Tuesday, a country black- 
listed by the US Government for its alleged involvement 
in terrorist activities. 

Prior to his Libyan visit, Farrakhan visited Nigeria's 
military dictator Gen Sani Abacha, blames for the 
November executions of minority rights activist Ken 
Saro-Wiwa and eight other activists. 


His visit to Abacha was apparently to console the leader 
on the loss of his son, Ibrahim, who died in a plane crash 
on January 17. 


Farrakhan is on a month-long tour of Africa. 


Jewish Group Criticizes Mandela for Meeting With 
Farrakhan 


MB2801170996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1458 GMT 28 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Jan 28 
SAPA — Government, in particular President Nelson 
Mandela, was on Sunday criticised by the SA [South 
Africa] Union of Jewish Students (SAUJS) for the high- 
level reception given to Nation of Islam leader Louis 
Farrakhan. 


The controversial Muslim cleric, who jetted into South 
Africa after an overnight flight delay in Zaire, headed 
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straight for the Houghton, Johannesburg home of Man- 
dela, where the ANC leader and the cleric held a meet- 
ing. 

Shortly after the announcement of Farrakhan's visit, the 
SAUJS issued a statement strongly protesting the visit 
and criticising the manner in which the government had 
received the cleric. “It is indeed a travesty that a leader 
who seeks to sow discord amongst various groupings 
and whose agenda is obviously contrary to the spirit of 
the new South Africa and its constitution is welcomed 
by President Nelson Mandela, himself a symbol of the 
new dispensation,” the SAUJS said. "We are not dis- 
puting Mr Farrakhan’s right to visit South Africa...we 
feel that it is inappropriate for high-level government 
delegations to give credence to his (Farrakhan's) unac- 
ceptable views by meeting him. Farrakhan has repeat- 
edly slandered the Jewish people, as well as many other 
groups with outrageous, uninformed and bigoted state- 
ments and has sought to desecrate the memory of the 
six million victims of the Holocaust." 


A nation whose president had clearly been committed 
to reconciliation should not be opening its arms to one 
Clearly opposed to such a message, the SAUJS said. 


Mandela, after his meeting with Farrakhan, toid re- 
porters that he agreed to meet with the cleric just as 
he would have agreed to meet with any other leader 
holding “divergent views”. 


South Africa: NIA Source Reportedly Implicates 
Mbeki in Spying on NP 


MB2601 154096 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 26 Jan-1 Feb 96 p6 


[Report by Stefaans Brummer] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Werner van Greunen — who 
this week implicated Deputy President Thabo Mbeki 
when he claimed to have spied on “National Party [NP]" 
and “Broederbond [Afrikaner Brotherhoodj" municipal 
Officials in Gauteng —- was a National Intelligence 
Agency (NIA) “source 


But it appears his brief went no further than to report 
on threats against last November's local government 
elections, a legitimate area of inquiry for the intelligence 
service. 


Mbeki acknowledged he and Safety and Security Min- 
ister Sydney Mufamadi had twice met Van Greunen, 
secretary of North-East Rand Transitional Metropoli- 
tan Council mayor Isaac Mahlangu, but strongly denied 
it was about spying on NP officials. Indeed, it seems 
highly unlikely Mbeki or Mufamadi would have in- 
volved themselves in the political affairs of officials at 


municipal level 
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Mbeki's representative Ricky Naidoo said Van Greunen 
had approached Mbeki, claiming to have information of 
"serious criminal misconduct", but that in two subse- 
quent meetings it “became clear he had nothing con- 
crete". He never mentioned his contact with the NIA, 
Naidoo said. Similarly, the NIA is understood to be ar- 
guing it was not aware of Van Greunen’s contact with 
Mbeki or Mufamadi 


Ironically, Van Greunen's handlers at the NIA appear 
to have been predominantly from the old National 
Intelligence Service — making it less likely they 
would have targeted “Broederbonders", as Van Greunen 
Claimed in initial reports in BEELD newspaper. 


It is understood reports Van Greunen presented to 
his handlers at the NIA contain “nothing hair-raising”. 
There would have been details of, for example, a voting 
box, midway between an African National Congress and 
an Inkatha Freedom Party area, moved 300m during 
the night; or of interference in an election campaigner's 
work. 


NIA representative Willem Theron maintained this 
week no-one would be spied on because of their political 
affili: ‘ons, but also said no-one had immunity, not even 
if he sits in Parliament, should there be reason to believe 
the person was involved in unconstitutional activities. 


North-East Rand Transitional Metropolitan Council 
chief executive Hans Muller this week said Van Gre- 
unen'’s confession to police about his spying activities 
followed immediately on a council investigation against 
him. He had allegedly issued unauthorised cheques, 
hired cars he was not entitled to, and “pretended to 
be the mayor". Muller also charged Van Greunen had 
used different names at different times. 


Van Greunen, who resigried from the council post 
last Friday (19 January], could not be contacted for 
comment. 


Van Greunen's allegations came in the wake of an 
avalanche of bugging allegations, reinforced this week 
when a “tracking device” was found in Land Affairs 
Minister Derek Hanekom's vehicle. Fingers have been 
pointed repeatedly at the NIA, which is struggling to 
prove its post-apartheid credentials. But experts have 
pointed out, as the NIA itself said in a statement this 
week, that the intelligence agency would “do it more 
professionally than these obviously amateurish efforts”. 


The bugging storm broke earlier this month when 
Police Commissioner George Fivaz said evidence of 
bugging had been found in the offices or homes of three 
senior police officials, and that renegade policeman 
Dirk Coetzee, now with NIA, had acknowledged to 


pr > ee re ee 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 


14 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


police Inspector HT Mood)<y that NIA was behind the 
bugging. 

Coetzee denied he had told Moodley he or NIA had 
anything tc do with it, and inquiries by Parliament's 
watchdog Joint Standing Committee on Intelligence and 
a judge were announced. Last week, round one went to 
NIA: Coetzee passed a lie detector test when questioned 
on his version. 


In at least one of the cases, where wires that “could 
have" been used for bugging purposes were found in 
the office of Gauteng Police Commissioner Sharma 
Maharaj, experts point out that the threat may have been 
greatly exaggerated — the wires could, for example, 
have been from a device that Maharaj’s predecessor 
used to tape his own meetings. 


When it was revealed this week a “tracking device” 
had been found in Hanekom’s car, fingers were again 
pointed at NIA. Some speculation had it that the gadget 
was part of an anti hijack system, but police seem to 
have ruled out that possibility. Yet, the fact that it had 
been mounted on the outside of the steering column, 
where it was visible, points to amateurish work. 


South Africa: Buthelezi Says Imixv Could Help 
Bring Peace in KwaZulu 

MB2601150796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1344 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} DURBAN Jan 26 SAPA — A 
successful imbizo or mass gathering of the Zulu nation 
in KwaZulu-Natal could make a significant contribu- 
tion towards peace in the province, Inkatha Freedom 
Party leader and Home Affairs Minister Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi said on Friday. 


In remarks prepared for delivery #t the official opening 
of the German consulate in Durban, he said: "If such a 
meeting is held and is successful we will be more than 
halfway on our long journey to peace.” During talks with 
President Nelson Mandela recently Buthelezi, together 
with the African National Congress leader in KwaZulu- 
Natal, Jacob Zuma, and Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini, 
agreed that a meeting be held with amakhosi (chiefs) in 
the province to discuss the proposed imbizo. 


Buthelezi expressed the hope that a mass meeting 
of Zulus would contribute towards restoring peace in 
KwaZulu-Natal where more than 14,000 people have 
died in political and factional fighting since the mid- 
Eighties. “However, in spite of this tragedy, Gauteng 
is still the violence capital in the Republic of South 
Africa,” Buthelezi said. 


Addressing German consul-general Hans Beier and 
other dignitaries, Buthelezi said: “The need for assis- 
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tance from the Federal Republic of Germany has not 
terminated with the demise of apartheid.” He expressed 
the need for intensified political, economic and cultural 
exchanges between the two countries. "The gicater au- 
tonomy that our province is actively seeking within the 
parameters of a unified broader South Africa will be 
greatly instrumental in playing a more active role in of- 
fering services to all those from Europe who wish to 
seek to expand their economic and cultural interests in 
Africa.” 


South Africa’s NP Denies Trying To Block 
KwaZulu Constitutional Talks 


MB2601161896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1554 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBS Transcribed Text] DURBAN Jan 26 SAPA — 
KwaZulu-Natal National Party [NP] leader Danie 
Schutte on Friday denied his party was obstructing 
democratic constitutional negotiations in the province. 


Schutte was reacting to allegations made on Thursday 
by African National Congress provincial transport MEC 
{member of the Executive Council] and senior ANC 
negotiator S'bu Ndebele, who claimed the NP was 
colluding with the Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] to force 
a secessionist Constitution on the province. 


Speaking during a bilateral meeting between the NP and 
the ANC in Cape Town, Ndebele said the ANC would 
terminate political negotiations in KwaZulu-Natal if the 
NP continued to support the IFP’s hardline approach. 


In a statement on Friday Schutte said NP dealings with 
the IFP were not obstructionist but instead had increased 
the chance of an inclusive constitutional settlement 
in the province. “It is as a result of the initiative 
of the NP in KwaZulu-Natal that the IFP has made 
major concessions which made an inclusive settlement 
possible,” Schutte said. “It is the NP’s commitment to 
such an inclusive settlement that led to many bilaterals 
between the NP and all other parties,” he added. 


The ANC has repeatedly walked out of the provincial 
legislature in recent months in protest to the IFP’'s 
non-consensus-seeking approach to constitution making. 
The IFP lacks the necessary two-thirds support in the 
legislature to pass its own constitution. However, the 
combined backing of the NP and all the other minority 
parties in the legislature would enable the IFP to pass 
its own constitution without consulting the ANC. Such 
a move might scupper progress in the province because 
an [FP provincial constitution will inevitably end up in 
the Constitutional Court, the ANC claims. 
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South Africa: IFP Council Supports Buthelezi’s 
Position on Imbizo 


MB2801 190096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0939 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) ULUNDI Jan 28 SAPA — 
The Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP) national council has 
endorsed its president Mangosutho Buthelezi's advice to 
President Nelson Mandela that the issue of an Imbizo 
{gathering of the Zulu nation) be placed before the 
amaKhosi [traditional leaders) and Zulu royal family, 
the organisation said on Sunday. 


In a statement issued after a national council meeting in 
Ulundi on Saturday, the IFP said the council had been 
fully isformed by Buthelezi of Mandela's Imbizo peace 
initiative and his consultation with Zulu King Goodwill 
Zwelithini. “This council therefore fully endorses the 
wisdom of its president, the chairman of the House of 
Traditicnal Leaders of KwaZulu/Natal and his advice 
to the president of South Africa, that the issue of 
the suggested Imbizo must therefore be placed before 
the amaKhozi and royal family of the nation for a 
final decision or instructions as to any other matters 
which may dictate must be first dealt with,” the council 
resolved. [sentence as received) "We thus await the 
outcome of these preliminary meetings.” 


The IFP said it had also noted that the government 
of national unity cabinet had approved a Bill which 
prohibited any inkosi [tradiuonal leader) from being a 
member of the House of Traditional Leaders at any level 
if he was also a member of a provincial legislature or a 
member of parliament. | 


“We again place on record the efforts of the IFP to 
entrench the position and rights of the amaKhosi in 
the constitution, as amended, which gives rights to 
amaKhosi to hold public office in local government 
structures. It is quite obvious to the IFP that the ruling 
party (ANC) intends...to undermine and finally smash all 
structures of traditional and customary law and to reduce 
amaKhosi to mere figurehead leaders with symbolic 


power only.” 


The IFP resolved to continue to oppose the new form of 


"imperialism which blatantly attempts to subjugate the 
Zulu nation” to the party-political dictates of the ANC. 


Regarding bus company Putco's free access to operate 
in Lindelani, the council resolved that people be left 
free to use buses as « means of transport should they 
wish to do 80 an mmunities should be informed 
of the decision. | also be made known that the 
party would not tolerate any interfegence of the rights 
of communities to choose whatever means of transport 
they desired, the IFP said. 
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South Africa: 14 Reportedly Dead as Attackers 
Spray Crowd With AK-47’s 


MB2901070496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0655 GMT 29 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Jan 29 
SAPA — Up to 14 people were killed and 26 were 
injured when AK-47 wielding gunmen attacked some 
2,000 people queuing for temporary jobs at a die casting 
factory in Alrode, Alberton on the East Rand, early on 
Monday morning. 


Pools of blood, discarded blankets and shoes as well 
as still smouldering fires and scores of dazed people 
marked the scene in the industrial suburb. Security 
guard Ezra Luphoko told SAPA on the scene the early 
morning attack started when about seven men armed 
with AK-47 rifles approached the hopeful job-seekers on 
foot from the Old Vereeniging Road. Without warning 
and without saying anything, the gunmen opened fire a 
few metres away from the factory premises. Job seekers 
fled in all directions pursued by the gunmen who carried 
on firing. According to Luphoko, 14 people died in the 
attack. John Welman, chief of Alberton’s community 
services, put the toll at 10 dead and 26 injured. 


Christo Fourie, regional manager of Callguard Security 
Services, the company responsible for security at the 
factory, said people started queuing for the temporary 
jobs offered by the factory at 8pm on Sunday. The 
company’s job was to secure the factory premises. “Our 
duty is to protect the premises. We have no jurisdiction 
over the area outside which is the responsibility of 
the South African Police Services and security forces.” 
Welman said the factory had 100 vacancies which had 
to be filled by Monday (today). He said “a couple of 
thousand people” had started queuing for the jobs. They 
were attacked about 2.45am. 


South Africa: Police Say Cutting in Line Led to 
Slayings 

MB2901085396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0825 GMT 29 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Jan 29 
SAPA — Seven gunmen who opened fire on a crowd 
of job-seekers in Alberton on the East Rand on Monday 
morning did so after jumping the queue, police commis- 
sioner George Fivaz said in Pretoria. 


"They made their way to the front of the row, which 
caused dissatisfaction among the crowd,” Fivaz told 
SAPA. “The seven men then drew firearms and started 
shooting.” A shotgun and at least two AK47 rifles were 
among the firearms used, and 9mm cartridges were 
picked up at the scene, Fivaz said. 
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Up to 14 people were killed and 26 were injured in the 
shooting at a die casting factory in Alrode, Alberton. 
The crowd been queuing for temporary jobs. "It appears 
to have been another case of intolerance after people 
had a difference of opinion,” Fivaz said. He could not 
confirm the numbers of dead and injured, saying he did 
not have a final picture as yet. Fivaz added he would 
visit the scene later in the day. 


South Africa: Freedom Front Says ANC Incapable 
of Stopping Virience 

MB2901130896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1244 GMT 29 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) PRETORIA Jan 29 SAPA — 
The killing of eight people by gunmen in Alberton on 
the East Rand carly on Monday showed the African Na- 
tional Congress was not capable of containing violence, 
the Freedom Front [FF] said in Pretoria. 


“The signs are that South Africa is rather moar 
into a country of , robbery and murder," 
spokesman Joseph Chiole said in a statement. 


Seven gunmen on Monday attacked about 2,000 people 
act 


Ee  eeaey TS © 8 Ge coning ory 
in Alrode, Alberton. Eight people died {words 


indistinct) injured. 


Accusing the government of not doing enough to curb 
such attacks on innocent people, Chiole warned that 
the public's ability to endure what he described as 
“unbridled " was reaching breaking point. "The 
FF intends launching initiatives to set up self-defence 
upits,” he said. 

South Africa: ANC Said To Oppose Afrikaans 
Schools, Universities 

MB2801205296 Johannesburg RAPPORT 

in Afrikaans 28 Jan 96 pp |, 2 

(Report by Z.B. du Toit and Pieter Swart) 


(FBIS Translated Exce:pt] The ANC wants to do away 
with Afrikaans schools and universities. 
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The ANC, through its chief spokesman on education, 
Dr. Blade Nzimande, spoke out strongly against the 
continued existence of Afrikaans universities. 

There is stili mounting tension in Mpumalanga over the 
school issue. At Groblersdal it is reported that Afiikaner 
parents will be removed from the school premises by 
court order this week. Parents allegedly want to turn up 
armed on the school ground tomorrow. 


The Congress of South African Students (Cosas) has 
apparently singled out five towns in M anga for 
“drastic action’ at Afrikaans schools. The action will 


reportedly begin on Thursday. 


Co the latest deveiopments, Dr. Nzimande said 
to T that he finds the pleas for the continued 
existence of Afrikaans schools, with its own character 
and value systems, “unacceptable.” He supports the 
my of mother tongue instruction, "but Afrikaans 
schools cannot remain little homelands. Afrikaans 
schools based on language and culture clash with the 
constitution.” 


Dr. Nzimande also endorsed strong ANC criticism 
of a statement by Professor Flip Smit, University of 
Pretoria rector. Smit told students that they cannot 
demand English-based education since the university is 
an Afrikaans institution. Dr. Nzimande’s reaction was 
frank: “Afrikaans universities can definitely not continue 
to exist in their present form. Like all other institutions, 
Afrikaans universities should also transform themselves 
to become part of the new South Africa. They can 
no longer remain apartheid institutions.” According to 
him Afrikaans universities should review their present 
character and become part of a “broader South Africa.” 


(passage omitted) 
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Angola: Savimbi Closes UNITA’s Annual 
Conference 


MB260/ 143096 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[Speech by UNITA President Jonas Savimbi at the 
Closing of the UNITA’s 15th annual conference in 
Bailundo on 24 January — recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text) Ladies, dear friends: 


As the proceedings of the 15th annual conference come 
to an end, it is my honor and rrivilege to deliver this 
speech that will sum up what we have discussed. I would 
like to thank you all for taking part in the proceedings. 


We feei that we could risk following the wrong path 
when what we want is to save peace and, therefore, 
our fatherland. The participauon of all those who have 
come from afar helped us to find the way, and let 
the skeptics know that UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola) has won once again. 


(applause) 


I also would like to take this opportunity to thank 
correspondents who covered this event over the past 
week, and foreign friends who have come to show their 
solidarity with us. It would be unfair if I did not thank 
all those who produced banners, prepared food for all of 
us, Organized accommodation, and even water to drink. 
I thank you very much for that. (applause) 


Obviously, there were even more difficult problems to 
tackle. Proof of that is that this morning the Military 
Commission put the final touches on its resolutions. 
Our problems were not easy ones. The most burning 
problem, which created confusion, was the problem of 
confinement. We were, however, able to express our 
support and sympathy for the soldiers. We were able to 
adopt a message of fraternity and solidarity. No soldier 
leaves this place left to his fate. That is how we all 
united together toward a common objective designed to 
save peace and create stability for the country. 


Dear delegates, we are faced with a challenge that will 
require our goodwill and patriotism. We will have to 
give up certain things in order to save others. Yet, unity 
is something that is not (readily available), but in view 
of our dedication to our fatherland we will find suitable 
sotutions. | am in a position to tell you, here and now, 
that we in UNITA will act in a fair and firm manner. 
Yet, we will not be naive for we are used to anguish 
and (?difficulties) that have made us forewarned men 
and women. As the Portuguese saying goes, forewarned 
is forearmed. 
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We want the government to realize that we are partners 
to a deal, but not slaves. We want the world to 
realize that we are Angolans. We are not second—class 
Angolans because there are no first-class Angolans in 
Angola. We want all of us to be united and feel that we 
are at home so that in view of our selfless work we can 
say that this is a rich country that (?belongs to us). So 
far, the country has (‘only served) others. 


The conference as a whole reflected great maturity 
because it concluded that if soldiers were to leave this 
meeting disheartened and doubting our solidarity, it 
might not have been possible for us to say at the end 
of the conference that it was worth holding it. We have 
succeeded in encouraging the soldiers and showing our 
sympathy for them. Our anguish and uncertainties have 
given way to an affectionate atmosphere involving all 
of us. Thank you very much. [applause] 


While peace, war, disputes, and accords are continually 
discussed in Angola, some might [words indistinct] 
throughout those continual disputes. I believe that as 
far as UNITA is concerned, there will be no more war. 
Anyone who wages a war will have to have a name, and 
we will have to find out where he comes from. Everyone 
is tired of war. What we want is peace and stability, 
but peace must be based on mutual respect. Peace 
should include the search for different opportunities and 
acknowledge one’s authority, although it does not mean 
the latter represents national values. We all have a past 
and will head (?somewhere). It is pointless to say where 
we are heading to because you [words indistinct]. No 
one lives forever. One day we must leave. 


The resolutions adopted at this conference fully reflect 
our desire to make our contribution. The meeting 
with President Jose Eduardo dos Santos has been 
endorsed. A year ago, however, no one agreed when we 
discussed the Lusaka meeting. Since this time no fear 
and apprehension h: ve been expressed. A delegation 
led by Ambassador Abel Chivukuvuku will leave for 
Luanda on 25 January to discuss the agenda, date, and 
venue of the meeting with the government delegation. 
We are ready to talk. I want to go to the meeting with 
President Jose Eduardo dos Sanios in a clear frame of 
mind because I want to give our contribution. It has 
been reported everywhere and even here that a plan to 
eliminate Savimbi is still in place. As an Angolan, | 
prefer to die in Angola than in exile, and you can trust 
me. 


The problem of quartering armed forces personne! also 
was raised on two major counts. Problems arose when 
the UN Angola Verification Mission [Unavem)-3 lacked 
the logistical means as the armed forces were ready to 
report to assembly areas in October 1995. In December 
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1995, when I committed myself before UNITA generals 
and the troika of observers that we would make titanic 
efforts to quarter our soldiers, the government decided 
to attack our positions in Soyo. This put us in a 
uncomfortable position. We now ardently wish no one 
will delay the process and then blame someone else. 


An issue that needed a great deal of sympathy from 
conference delegates was the situation of soldiers to be 
quartered and their families, whose fate has not been 
clearly defined yet. The fact that it is quartering its 
soldiers, UNITA has not (words indistinct) war. We 
would like to ask donor and observer countries to think 
of the families of soldiers and officers to be quartered. 


Another question is assistance to the demobilization of 
soldiers. (7As a matter of fact), it has been claimed 
that all those elements that do not wish to follow a 
military career will be demobilized. But, dear brothers, 
we should bear in mind that most of them spent more 
than 30 years fighting in the bush. What are we offering 
them? Promises. Like I said in Brussels, | will strive 
who did not have the opportunity to 
attend school and learn a job from being left to their 


Let us deal with the mercenary issue. We have not gath- 
ered here to wage propaganda but to discuss profound 
problems that concern all of us. The mercenaries from 
South Africa greatly influenced the setbacks (desequi- 
librios} we experienced in 1994. To transfer them to pri- 
vate security companies is to (words indistinct). They 
should go back where they came from. [applause] If not, 
that would be like creating uneasiness in the minds of 
many people. t would be counterproductive and contra- 
dictory if we spoke of peace and then fund mercenaries 
with the country’s wealth. They have been (?paid their 
dues) and should go home, otherwise it would be a para- 
dox because in Sierra Leone, where the same soldiers of 
fortune were killing for money, there has been a change 
in regime and they have been forced to leave the coun- 


try. 


We are talking of changing the regime in Angola, but 
we do not need mercenaries here. We are strong enough 
to create an army that defends the fatherland. 


ht is also important that we discuss the disarming of 
civilians. Today there are areas where no one can live 
in peace and calm. There are always some stray bullets, 
and we would like stray bullets to be restricted to 
barracks so that ordinary citizens can move freely and 
words indistinct). Even senior government commanders 
have been wounded or killed. It is not [words indistinct). 
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One of the things | praise about UNITA is that when 
we celebrate the beginning of a new year and Christmas 
either here, in Negage, or elsewhere, we do not use 
bullets. Others have the bad habit of firing their weapons 
during those occasions. If we must stay indoors during 
festivities, then we [words indistinct) and we cannot 
build a great country uader such conditions. 


I have had discussions with party colkcagues who do 
not understand why the president of the Republic does 
not declare a general amnesty. Is there an intention to 
put people on trial? | need to be on the frontline to 
convince soldiers to report to barracks, but if | felt 
that the government's delays conceal the intention to 
put people on trial, maybe I would find myself in a 
weak position. It is up to the president of the Republic 
to declare a general amnesty [words indistinct]. This 
would instill calm and trust in all Angolans. | think 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos must make decisions 
that affect all Angolans. The president of the Republic 
must be nonpartisan and [words indistinct). Likewise, | 
do not understand that after we spent one week here 
discussing UNITA’s participation in the government 
the party is still not legal. How are you going to 
join the government? How will our deputies sit in the 
National Assembly? We are not only partners in Lusaka. 
We are partners both in Lusaka and Luanda. Is that 
not so? Would that not be better? [audience: “Yes, it 
would"] UNITA deals with government as a partner 
committed to peace and stability so that one day we may 
have a country that can say: After all, we cannot live 
(isolated). The question of legalizing our party is not 
something we “re asking — it is a (?right). [applause] 


Also I do not quite understand whe: it is claimed that 
UNITA cadres that will join a government of national 
and [word indistinct] unity should first give up their 
party posts. That would mean UNITA members will 
not form part of the government, but Angolans. Since 
we now have the duty of giving, we also should have 
the right of taking. We can only feel like true brothers 
if there is permanent dialogue. If peace in Angola is 
designed to destroy UNITA, I think Angolans cannot 
regard us as responsible people. [Words indistinct) to 
be a real national unity government, it should include 
more people. UNITA does not want to have a monopoly. 
It does not matter if two, three, or four portfolios are 
assigned to UNITA. What matters is the significance 
of such a decision. Opposition parties also should be 
included. 


The problem — which many people wai' to avoid — 
is the accusation that we are looking f # fireworks. 
The present legislature ends in November. Now if the 
government, elected for four years, ends its term in 
November, someone must have the courage to say: 
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What we are going to do then? My view is that 
this should be discussed now. Should we form a 
government of national reconciliation, which will last 
until November? What about afterward? Will it continue 
another year, two years, or three years? This is important 
for the country to remain calm and tranquil. To form 
a government now — that is, us and the ‘urrent 
government — without thinking of what will happen 
in November and afterward would be like hiding land 
mines that would need (?to be removed afterward). 
Soldiers know that land mines (words indistinct). 


I believe that the ‘n-depth and responsible work we have 
accomplished during this conference will be (?imple- 
mented). We want it to bear fruit noi only for UNITA 
sympathizers, militants, and leaders, but also for An- 
golans as a whole. 


Forward with our UNITA! Forward with Black Cock- 
erel! Forward with the plans to quarter soldiers and to 
uphold national unity because we believe at the end of 
the day there will be a country that will find its own 
identity. Today we are divided in areas and ideologies. 
We might have been walking a tortuous and long way, 
but we also are losing a great deal in the meantime. 
Someone has said there is light at the end of the tunnel. 
Let a new day for Angolans dawn soon. 


I declare the proceedings of this annual conference 
closed. [applause] 


Comoros 


Comoros: President Djohar Returns, Refuses To 
Shake Premier’s Hand 

AB2601134096 Paris AFP in French 
1217 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Moroni, 26 Jan (AFP) — 
Elected President Mohamed Said Djohar, who has been 
in exile since the coup attempt staged by French merce- 
nary Bob Denard at the end of September, returned to 
Comoros today, it was observed at the Moroni Airport. 


This return was made possible through the signing in 
Madagascar on 23 January of an agreement between 
President Djohar and the government of national unity 
formed after the intervention of the French Army, which 
foiled the coup. 


President Dyohar, who traveled on a regular Air Mada- 
gascar flight, arrived at 1100. The delegation which rep- 
resented the government in Antananarivo, led by For- 
eign Affairs Minister Mouzaouar Abdallah, returned on 
the same plane. 


In Madagascar, the elected president agreed to recognize 
the government of national unity, and pledged not 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 19 


to exercise his presidential powers until the general 
elections slated for 6 March. 


Upon his desc.nt from the plane, Djohar, who was 
accompanied by one of his daughters and his son, briefly 
prostrated himself on a prayer mat, then he quickly 
entered the airport VIP lounge, refusing to shake hands 
with Prime Minister Caabi el Yachroutou Mohamed and 
four government members. He also refused to inspect 
the guard of honor comprising gendarmes and soldiers. 
Ministers belonging to parties opposed to President 
Djohar refused to go to the airport. 


"IT thank those who came to welcome me,” he said. “I 
am very happy to have returned on a great day — a 
Friday — and a great month -- the Ramadan.” He then 
shook the hands of a few close relations and friends who 
had come to wait to accompany him to Mitsamiouli, the 
village where he was born. 


His personal bodyguards will now be composed of 
gendarmes. In fact, the soldiers of the presidential guard 
spearheaded the coup attempt by Bob Denard and his 
white mercenanies. 


Swaziland 


South African Spokespersca Says Food Crossing 
Swazi Border 


MB2601132796 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 26 Jar: 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} As the strike in Swaziland 
enters its fifth day no fresh food is available in the 
capital Mbabane and the second-largest town, Manzini. 
Supermarkets in Manzini opened yesterday but soon 
sold out of perishable goods. Most businesses and banks 
are still closed. A Foreign Affairs spokesperson in 
Nelspruit says trucks with goods and frozen foodstuffs 
began passing through the border posts this morning. 


Meanwhile, the South African Foreign Trade Organiza- 
tion has said that it will be very difficult to determine 
the effect of the Swaziland strike on the South African 
economy because there was virtually free trade between 
the two countries. South Africa does not keep a suparate 
account for Swaziland and the two are part of the same 
customs union. 


Swaziland: Strike Leaders Seek Written 
Commitment on Negotiations 


MB2601 144796 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 26 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] ‘The three executive leaders of 
the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions will ask the 
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Swazi prime minister this afternoon to give a written 
uadertaking that he will hold talks with the unions. 


Immediate demands to the government include the 
lifting of the state of emergency that has been in 
place for years; the scrapping of the new Industrial 
Relations Act; and the reinstatement of the Tripartite 
Labor Protocol, agreed to by labor, government, and 
employers last year. 


Earlier today the union leaders told South African 
High Commissioner in Swaziland Walter Louw that the 
unions did not want to overthrow the governr ent. They 
said they were trying to create a climate conducive to 
free political activity. 


Meanwhile, the Federation of Trade Unions has called 
on President Nelson Mandela to intervene in the crisis. 
Union Secretary General Jan Sithole says Mandela 
should become involved as a custodian of democracy 
and symbol of political and economic cohesion in 
southern Africa. 


The strike leaders have warned that they will continue 
and intensify their action until the government met their 
main conditions. 


Swazi Senator Supports ‘Quick’ Political Reform 


MB2601160396 London BBC World Service 
in English 15.'5 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} It is the fifth day of a crippling 
stayaway strike in Swaziland. It was called by the 
Swazi Federation of Trade Unions, SFTU, to demand 
multiparty democrac« and a reduction in the powers of 
the monarch in Swaziland. The action has paralyzed 
the country. There have been clashes between strikers 
and police. Union leaders were detained but later 
released and now a former prime minister, Senator Obed 
Diamini, has been expressing his view of the strike and 
the democracy demands in the country's Parliament. On 
the line to Mbabane, Tom Porteous asked Obed Diamini 
what he had said: 


[Begin recording) [Diamini} | think to avert the current 
situation of ongoing strike, dialogue should develop and 
the aim should be the harmonization of views on this 
issue, including the answering of demands. 


[Porteous] Now, ici us get down to what exactly this 
issue is because presumably they want more democracy 
and less power for ihe king. 


{[Diamini} | mentioned the fact... (pauses) | do not want 
to comment on that because | do noi have the facts 
as to their demands but, reading from the surface, | am 
almost certain they are Gernanding political reforms, one 
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of which would of course, I would expect, be to reform 
the system to allow political (?parties) to take place. 


{Porteous} But do you think it is high time that 
Swaziland follow such reforms aayway? 


[Diamini) | would not see Swaziland (?believe) other- 
wise. It is a matter of urgency and it has to be done 
that way. I am basing this view on (words indistinct] 
(taking place) in the region. 


{Porteous} But, surely, for the good of the country, 
there should be more democracy in Swaziland, anyway, 
whether there are strikes or not? 


[Diamini] Well, that is a natural deman.j [words indis- 
tinct] in any other country and I am sure the Swazis will 
aiso demand likewise. 


{Porteous} But do you demand that kind of reform 
yourself? 


[Diamini} In fact, from what we have, I would call for 
very intensive (?improvements) toward this goal. 


[Porteous] Now, what is the situation at the moment 
in the country? After all, there has been a week now 
of strikes. What kind of pressure is that putting on the 
country and on the government? 


[Diamini] It is a very serious situation in economic 
terms. In fact, in the newspapers it has been reported 
that the country has already lost 30 million of our local 
currency and that is a lot of money for a small country 
such as ours. 


[Porteous] And do you think that the government is 
now moving toward compromise, toward answering 
positively to the demands of the unions? 


[Diamini] | have no doubt about that. They are very 
serious on that one. The only thing | am not so sure is 
about the pace. 


[Porteous] And what, according to you, should be the 
pace? Should it be very quick or should it be measured? 


[Diamini] | would imagine it should be quicker because 
for the sake of the economy and for the sake of the 
social well-being of the people. [sentence as heard} {end 


revording | 


Business Leaders Meet Swazi King in Effort To 
Ead Strike 


MB2601161496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1548 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) MBABANE Jan 26 SAPA 
— Swaziland business organisations met King Mswati 
Ill on Friday in a bid to break the deadlock over the 
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national stayaway which brought the tiny kingdom's 
economy to a halt this week. 


The Swaziland National Business Council and the 
Swaziland Commercial Amadoda [men] met Mswati at 
Lozitha Palace and urged him to repeal the 1973 decree 
banning political parties, African Eye News Service 
reported. The two organisations, led by Swazi tycoon 
Moses Motsa and Amadoda president Milton Dlamini, 
represent mainly ethnic Swazi business interests. 


The organisations urged Mswati to reinstate the 1968 
Westminster constitution which was torn up and dis- 
carded by his late father King Sobhuza, after he com- 
plained that it was unworkable. The business groups said 
the present parliament and government should be dis- 
solved and all power returned to the king, who should 
thereafter institute the democratisation process. 


Commerce Minister Majahenkhaba Dlamini was barred 
from the meeting. 

Former prime minister Obed Diamini said at an extra- 
ordinary joint sitting of parliament on Thursday the time 
had come for multi- party democracy in Swaziland. “It 
is clear that the current mass stayaway is because a large 
section of society is against the Tinkhundla [TraditiJnal 
Community Councils} system of government. This is 
& political issue,” he said. As former prime minister, 
Diamini said he was aware most people hated the 
present system. He urged parliamentarians to convince 
the king to reintroduce political parties. 


Swazi MP Notes 7 New SFTU Demands, Urges 
Union-Government Talks 


MB2701171296 Mbabane Swazi Television in English 
1500 GMT 27 Jan 96 


{"Statement from Parliament” by MP William Msibi in 
Mbabane on 26 January — recorded] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] [Msibi] I am talking about the 
meeting that we had in Parliament today with the two 
Houses of Parliament, the House of Assembly and the 
House of Senate. The two houses met to discuss the 
mass stayaway. As we all know, and information that 
has been passed on to us, that we were discussing the 27 
demands by the SFTU (Swaziland Federation of Trade 
Unions), but to the surprise of Parliament we found 
ourselves in a very difficult position, where we had 
to get a letter written to the honorable Prime Minister 
by the SFTU, completely with the information that is 
entirely different from that of the 27 demands, and I'm 
saying here, Parliament was disturbed by this because all 
members representing the people thought the issue were 
the 27 demands, but unfortunately the topic changed. 
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Weill, let alone that, we still feel we are responsible to 
the people. Having changed the topic, the SFTU came 
up with, as I have said, different items for Parliament to 
look into, and these items are seven. They listed these. 
In fact I should be specific that the letter was written on 
the 26th, which is today, and for Parliament to read and 
perhaps consider what line of action they should take. 
Seven demands now — not 27 — new demands. 


They are saying, one, they want the removal of the State 
of Emergency and reinstatement of the Bill of Rights to 
enable the populace to actively participate democrati- 
Cally in a political dispensation; two, revocation of the 
1995 Industrial Relations Bill; three, revocation of Ex- 
traordinary Gazette of the 18 January 1996, imposed by 
the prime minister; four, putting into place the tripar- 
lite protocol in its entirety; five, removal of the Non- 
Bailable Offense and all other repressive laws; six, re- 
instatement of street vending; seven, earliest acquisition 
{as heard} of the remainder of the 27 demands. Hon- 
estly, this is a new topic for my fellow colleagues in 
Parliament, and I know they've left to the two houses 
trying to scratch their heads because today the 26th of 
this month, January, we are getting these things by sur- 
prise. 


All along we have exhausted ourselves thinking we 
were discussing the right thing that the SFTU has 
brought before Parliament to discuss. We are very 
sorry about this. Even then, though things have gone 
this far, but Parliament is very keen and has elected 
a committee again to try and get the SFTU to the 
round table and discuss. We appreciate people have been 
inconvenienced. We appreciate the SFTU itself has an 
issue to discuss with Parliament, government, but we 
feel as MP’s have....,pauses] Let me be straight and 
say we have been cheated. I'm talking as a member of 
Parliament, and I feel strong that I thought I exhausted 
all my intelligence to think seriously on what the 27 
demands are calling me as a member of Parliament, to 
consider, and we feel we are responsible to the people, 
and I think honesty is the best policy. 


I am in no way saying somebody has been dishonest, 
but I feel my mind has been twisted because I've been 
concentrating on something else, yet SFTU — some of 
the things that appear in the seven points that they have 
raised here, to me looks at strict politics, somebody that 
shouts in the streets, but it has never been submitted 
Officially through the rightful channels, and we feel 
the SFTU should please come forward and continue to 
discuss, and we feel they are responsible to the people, 
their membership should be honest and they should be 
aware that we as parliamentarians were not aware of 
what has just come today, and I'm saying this letter is 
written 26 January 1996, which to me is today, and | 
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am appealing to all citizens of this country, employers, 
teachers, parents, children, and everybody, to please 
have the respect for the law. 


Let us come to the table and discuss this. All the things 
that have gone wrong, we'll talk about them later, but 
most important, whichever things go, but the truth is that 
we'll end by talking. [sentence as heard) Let us open the 
negotiations and talk. These seven demands — please, 
I’m not talking about the 27 — these new seven were 
or requests that.... [pauses] or conditions that the SFTU 
has put before us, and I should say thank you very much 
to everybody who is listening to this interview. 


(Unidentified correspondent] One more question, Mr. 
Msibi. Will the two houses of Parliament discuss the 
additional seven demands later, or what will happen to 
them? 


(Msibi) The 27 demands? 


[Correspondent] No the additional seven demands 
which have been brought in by the SFTU today, or if 
I can put it clearly, what will Parliament do with the 
additional seven demands which were brought today? 


(Msibi} I think the answer will come when the SFTU 
comes to the table to negotiate. I cannot sort of 
preempt what the decision will be. The most important 
instrument is before we can get to a decision — there is 
& process to get into that decision — we should come 
to the table and discuss. I don’t know what the SFTU 
is thinking about this, but in order for me to understand 
and to know, they should be honest, and as we are 
prepared to be honest as MP’s — to get to the table and 
discuss this, but I think Parliament has taken it very 
seriously, is that a team is going out, perhaps calling 
the SFTU to please come to the table and discuss, and 
I'm not sayirg this will be discussed or it won't be 
discussed, but all we are saying, these two p2rties, or 
whatever — parties — not political parties — but these 
two bodies should come together and discuss. 


Swazi King Threatens ‘Firm Action’ Against Law 
Breakers 

MB270!1172296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1717 GMT 27 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] ENGABEZWENI ROYAL 
RESIDENCE, Swaziland Jan 27 SAPA — Swazi King 
Mswati Ill on Saturday suggested organisers of a 
crippling strike were trying to overthrow him and called 
on his subjects to return to work. In his first public 
comments on the strike, Mswati said it was clear the 
action was politically motivated. 


He spoke in siSwati at a traditional ceremony and his 
remarks were translated by local reporters. 
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Swaziland’s economy and major towns were paralysed 
last week by a successful national stayaway called to 
press for political reform in the kingdom. 


The main organisers, the Swaziland Federation of Trade 
Unions (SFTU), insist the action will continue until 
government lifts a 23-year state of emergency, unbans 
political parties and restores the constitution scrapped 
by King Sobhuza II in 1973. This would be sufficient 
to return to negotiations on a new political dispensation, 
the federation said this week. 


King Mswati, the only person with the power to lift 
the 1973 decree, on Saturday said he would call the 
Swazi nation together to consult on political reform in 
the kingdom. 


He described the strike as sad and said he had been 
advised that its organisers were plotting to overthrow 
him through their industrial action. 


He warned that firm action would be taken against 
anybody breaking Swaziland’s law. 


About 1,500 Swazi warriors surrounded their king as he 
spoke, the finale to the incwala [first fruits] ceremony 
at his Engabezweni Royal Residence about 50km south 
of the capital Mbabane. 


Mswati, clad in skins, feathers and beads like his 
warriors, and clutching a cow-hide shield with sticks 
and axe, joined a prolonged Kuhlehla dance that ends 
incwala before dismissing his regiments to return to 
their homes. [passage omitted] 


Swaziland: King Mswati Addresses Current 
Situation 


MB2701195596 Mbabane Swazi Television in siSwati 
1738 GMT 27 Jan 96 


[Address by Swaziland’s King Mswati Ill at the 
Engabezweni Royal Residence on 27 January — 
recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] I greet you, countrymen. We 
have come tu the end of the Incwala [First Fruits) 
Ceremony, and conclude it with dancing, though of 
course it cannot really be over until the Lusekwane 
{acacia shrub used at Incwala ceremony to decorate 
sacred enclosure) has dried. [passage omitted] 


While we rejoice over the greening of the ground, we 
must note that not all things are going as expecied. Just 
when we think we have overcome one hurdle, another 
comes up. As you all must have heard, a fracas has 
arisen. I must say here that what has occurred is not 
good; it is nothing for me to rejoice over. Just as we 
were thankful that the nation will live, after the end of 
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the terrible drought that has caused famine and left many 
wondering how to make ends meet, something else 
looms, and we find the country’s machinery grinding 
to a halt. This is indeed a painful situation. 


When such things happen, | have always stated this is 
not a constructive way to do things; too many things get 
adversely affected. People get injured and some lose 
their lives. Some people end up in the hospital with 
no hope of a speedy recovery. Such things are heart- 
rending, and one wonders how anyone can carelessly 
make hasty decisions that harm innocent lives. 


The country is governed by laws, and it is sad when 
they are cast aside, when those that break them will not 
listen to reason, and when everyone becomes a law unto 
himself. Swaziland has not encountered this before and 
has always been a happy nation, but indications are that 
times are changing, and Swazis will not be able to live 
in peace. Even now there are Swazis who are unhappy, 
injured during the unrest. 


Countrymen, we have always been a nation of prayer, 
which asked the Almighty to grant the country peace. 
We cannot stop now; we must continue to do so, and to 
ask our ancestors to continue to preserve us. That is our 
prayer. Much has been said, and the people have been 
urged to go back to work, but it appears no one has 
been willing to do so. People have advised themselves 
and decided to maintain their course, no matter what the 


Those that have communicated with me have urged me 
to address the nation, saying so and so have said their 
piece to no effect. They have even told me that if 1 want 
things to revert to normal, | must communicate this way 
and that. I know the following little story will surprise 
you as much as it did me. Here is the story — they say 
the so-called 27 demands were a mere lie, and this is not 
really what they wanted. They say, they are telling me, 
ordering me to say what they want to hear. I will tell 
you where all this starts. Since now everyone does as 
they like, a meeting was called, and certain groups were 
invited to the meeting, a small group here and a small 
group there. They were called to meet to decide on the 
eatire nation’s fate — some SO or so people called to 
decide the fate of the whole Swazi nation. As I said, 
they told me what to say to you to bring peace to the 
nation. This meeting was held and they noted that since 
it has been difficult for them so far to put the nation in 
their pocket, they had no alternative but to stage a coup 


against the king. 
So, how is this to be achieved, since coups entail using 
guns and killing people? It was decided that this was to 
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the best way was to Cause a big commotion, to switch 
off electricity and water, so that the food supply in the 
shops would be destroyed. Even as we speak people 
Cannot get buses to travel. This is all part of the strategy, 
that when people are thoroughly inconvenienced, they 
would go to the king and urge him to give in to the 
demands of the strikers. As I speak, some delegations 
from those that attended the meeting | spoke of, have 
come to say they have concluded that what is happening 
is the result of this or that situation. They came to tell 
me their food is expensive, and they don’t know who 
can pay for it. What is happening? I wondered about 
this — them coming to tell me that the food has rotted, 
that there are people in the hospital, and that I must now 
say thus and thus to the nation. I have even heard that 
they have told the international community that I am no 
longer on Swazi soil, that I have taken flight, that when 
I came to the airport, the flight captains took to their 
heels and I jetted off on my own. I am left wondering 
— now how can I fly a plane? When did I learn to fly 
a plane? At any rate, they told me: Just accede to our 
demand. 


But what of the sentiments expressed by the Swazi 
nation at the cattle byre, after which a committee 
was sent out to the various tinkhundlas [traditional 
community councils} to collect the nation’s views? | 
ask myself, did these people similarly consult with the 
Swazis over what they were now telling me? Now they 
come to see me in secret and stipulate what I am to 
Say, ordering me to do as they say or else suffer the 
continuation of the strike. They are out there waiting to 
hear me carry out their orders and tell you that I resign. 


What suprises me is that these people who ar: talking 
are now not just the delegations I was talking about. 
Ther ranks have been swelled by people from outside 
this country. They say they are concerned that souls are 
being devastated, that people are losing their livelihood, 
that some people’s buses have been burned. They 
have not come to commiserate with me over what is 
happening. They are ordering me to forget all that has 
happened to people out there, and just give them what 
they demand. They are not concerned with all those who 
have been hurt by the strike. They just want to know 
what I will say today. 


What I know is that when I arrived here in 1986 — 
actually all this begins in 1982. Anyway, today it is 
now decided that I be treated this way. I was installed 
by Swazis as king, not by outsiders, not by all these litle 
groups that «se now telling me what to do to live. My 
ancestors put this nation together and taught us a way to 
live. The monarch's area of jurisdiction is known, and 
now all of a sudden here come these outsiders, telling 
me they demand changes. They have not even consulted 
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the Swazi nation in the traditional way. They just creep 
up on the king and lay down the law for living. 


I am dismissing the regiments today and sending 
you home, but I am aware that you will not have 
transportation. I have been told that if I do not accede 
to the demands of the strikers nothing will go right. I do 
not know if this is the correct way to talk, to give orders 
— to the king, even — to do the bidding ~f a few. I am 
very disappointed about this entire approach to things. 
As I’ve said, there is presently no public transportation, 
80 the nation will have to provide whatever trucks are 
available to send the regiments home. In the meantime, 
there is this ultimatum for me to do ‘he bidding of the 
few or have the nation’s utilities switched off. 


I have been told I must do this and that, bow to the 
demands of these people or be branded intransigent. 
Just agree to what they say, your majesty, because they 


you, they will slam you with sanctions and cut off the 
country’s lifeline. Just do as they say. 


Countrymen, I am under the impression that this country 
is populated by Swazis. Those from the outside who 


live among us must behave themselves and sit down 
with the Swazis to discuss matters of mutual interest. 
People should learn to consult and not ram orders down 


I have been ordered to come and bid you farewell. 
But Mswati Joes not do that. I will never do that. We 
all know how this nation came into being. Should the 
situation not normalize, we simply fold our arms and 
watch things deteriorate. We cannot keep saying: We 
are a peaceful nation, we are afraid of so and so. We 


Countrymen, I know you came for the Incwala and not 
for this. However, I do not dismiss you; I merely say go 
pont ay bpd be pd dig It is 
apparent that there yt Peet hh 


We cannot keep quiet every time the law is violated: 
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we Cannot just give in. It is good that these people have 
now come out in the open and revealed their ulterior 
motives. The Swazis must now consider the matter and 
take action. The nation cannot be allowed to die and 
lose its identity. That is not the way. Let us put things 
in order. When I was sworn in as monarch, I promised 
to do all in my power to follow in the footsteps of my 


predecessors. Let all those with hidden agendas who 
want to intimidate come out in the open. 


As you may not have known, this situation involves 
many groups that have since identified themselves. | 
recall that during the meeting at the Convention Center 
these were the very groups that were involved. Some 
groups balked at what was said then, and some of those 
that seemed content at the time are balking now and 
Cannot approve the way things are going. 


It is good that things are now clear and the architects 
of the strife have come out in the open about their 
intentions. It was apparently decided that Mswati be 
sent on leave. If you examine this matter well, you will 
recall that it was almost time for the Incwala to begin. 
You all know that at Incwala the king withdraws from 
public and keeps silence. Now who has the right to tell 
the kiag to take leave and when? Do I need to be told 
when to take vacation? 


Countrymen, if Swazis do not care if the country falls 
apart, we will do nothing. But if as Swazis you want the 
country to return to order, you will take what I have said 
seriously. Come Monday, let businesses reopen. Some 
of those issuing orders were in the business sector. They 
were threatening not to open should I not accede to these 
demands. Not all, but individuals here and there — some 
of them bus owners. Some people even threatened 19 
thwart anyone that tried to resume business until they 
get their own way. 


I expect that come Monday business will resume. The 
opening of schools has been delayed already, and 
children are wondering when they will resume their 
studies. Only a person who has no regard for the Swazi 
nation would so blithely make a decision that would 
so adversely affect the entire nation. Only a foreigner 
could do this. However, whatever goes on, we true 
Swazis have no other home. We have only one home, 
Swaziland. Seeing that we now have so many outsiders 
among us, we must fight in whatever way possible to 
keep what is ours intact. 


There are those who have said they will return to work 
when the king has spoken. Will the king dig his own 
grave, or choose a delegation to do that for him? Some 
have said: Let the king choose a committee to look into 
the matter for him. I want the Swazis to know the truth, 
that I have been told it is time, and I must say thus and 
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thus. These foreigners say | must depart from Sobhuza’s 
way. They are tired of it, and they want me to do things 
their way. 


As you go back home, I urge you to stay prepared for 
word from your captains. Listen for the word in the 
coming week, and stay alert for the call should things 
not revert to normal. 


Countrymen, I thank you for continuing to support your 
monarch. It is commendable to show protection for your 
king like bees that always follow their monarch ev- 
erywhere, always keeping a tight and alert formation 
around their leader. You have shown the same alle- 
giance, and I salute you. We have not even discussed 
issues we were meant to discuss and have gotten side- 
tracked by other matters. But we cannot lose hope. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Swazi Prime Minister Tells Union Leader Talks 
Should Proceed 


MB2801 153496 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 28 Jan 96 p 2 


{Report by Themba Shongwe; all quotation marks as 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — Prime Minister, 
Prince Mbilini says he has forwarded the seven issues 


to the government negotiating team. 


In a letter replying to the Secretary-General of Swazi- 
land Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) Jan Sithole, 


negotiations have to be based on fundamental principles 
and this is on basis of our action as well,” he said. 


The SFTU has forwarded seven issues which first to be 
addressed before they go back to the negotiations. 


We all have a duty to act fast to find a resolution of the 


You also have a duty, to this country and to your 
members, to make sure that a solution is quickly 


negotiated,” the premier said. 
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Means to draw comment from the Union boss Jan 
Sithole proved futile. 


Meanwhile, yesterday the parliament commitice met 
with the SFTU for the first time. 


Swaziland: Union Leader Lists One Condition for 
Ead of Strike 


MB2801 151396 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 28 Jan 96 pp 1-2 


(Report by Maxwell Mthembu] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Manzini — The Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) has said once the 
1973 King’s Decree is repealed workers will return to 
work tomorrow. 


Speaking at a press conference yesterday, Secretary 
General of the federation, Mr Jan Sithole said of the 
seven demands presently on the table, they will need 
only one demand acceded to before the workers return 
to work — for now. 


Mr Sithole said that they came to this conclusion after 
deliberations with the various civic groups which also 
share similar sentiments. 


"If the state of emergency can be lifted as well as other 
draconian laws that 1973 [as published], the SFTU is 
prepared to have the other issues addressed later,” he 
said. 


This is the latest stand taken by the SFTU following 
a mass stayaway that has taken almost a week now. 
Initially, in a letter addressed to the Prime Minister 
Prince Mbilini dated 26th January 1996, the SFTU put 
forth 7 conditions as a prerequisite for returning to the 
negotiation table. 


The set conditions vere: 


1) The removai of the State of Emergency and the re- 
instatement of the Bill of Rights to enable the populace 
to effectively participate democratically in a political 
dispensation; 


2) Revocation of the 1995 Industrial Relations Bill; 


3) Revocation of the Extra-Ordinary Gazettes of the 
18th January 1996 imposed by the Prime Minister; 


4) Putting into place the Tripartite Protocol in its 
entirety; 

$) Removal of the non-bailable offence and all other 
repressive laws; 

6) Re-instatement of street vending; 
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7) Earliest acquisition of the remainder of the 27 
demands. 


The letter was signed by the federations 
general, Mr Jan Sithole. When asked how the King's 
Decree can be repealed overnight, Mr Sithole said that 
can be done without any difficulty. 


"The repeal of the King’s constitution can be done 
through an announcement. The Prime Minister was in a 
position to effect an Gazette on January 
18, a thing which he did overnight, therefore, the same 
could be done with the state of emergency.” 


Mr Sithole said that as a labour organisation, they have 
a duty to be a vehicle for democratisation in a country 
where there is no transparency and accountability. 


Swazi Parliament Rejects SFTU Demand To 
Revoke 1973 Decree 


MB2801163996 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Both Houses of Parliament 
today rejected the SFTU’s (Swaziland Federation of 
Trade Unions) demand that government should revoke 
the 1973 decree in order for them to go back to the 
on table. This was reported by the Parliament 
of +» to the joint sitting of Parliament 

this morning. In a press conference this afternoon 

the parliamentary Information Committee reported that 
Parliament rejected this demand on the ground that it is 
not in line with the 27 demands that government was 


presently addressing. 


The chairman of the information committee, Reverend 
Absolom Muntu Diamini, also minister for natural 
resources and energy, said the ball is now in the SFTU's 
court and it is up to them how to play, in as far 
as coming back to the negotiation table is concerned. 
Reverend Diamini further stated that Parliament was 
concerned about international media reports concerning 
the mass stayaway because they are reported from one 
point of view, which means that the other side of the 
coin is not mentioned. He said the doors are still open 
for SFTU to come back to the table because their 


if 


MB29010S3296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0520 GMT 29 Jan 96 


[Report by Jonathon Rees] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) MANZINI, Swaziland, Jan 
29 SAPA — Police and troops were out in force on 
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Monday as Swazis streamed back to work in signs a 
week long political strike was ending. 


Security force patrols were visible across the capital 
Mbabane. Roadblocks and troops could be seen along 
the Ezulwini Valley Road to the commercial hub, 
Manzini. Long bus queues were visible in Manzini and 
thousands of workers were seen heading for jobs in 
the main industrial area, Matsapha. Loaded mini-bus 
taxi, trucks and even military vehicles were seen taking 
people to work. 


The Swazi Government has pulled out all stops to break 
the crippling strike after King Mswati III on Satur- 
day (27 January) ordered his subjects to go back to 
work. Transport Minister Ephraim Magagula on Sun- 
day offered security guarantees to transport operators 
and said fuel would be available. Commerce Minister 
Majahenkhaba Dlamini appealed to shop owners and 
businesses to reopen on Monday, a week to the day af- 
ter the strike started. 


It could not immediately be ascertained what the extent 
of the return to work was on Monday. There was also 
no early word from unionised work forces on sugar and 
timber plantations. 


The strike was called by the Swazi Federation of Trade 
Unions to back labour-related and political demands, 
chief among them doing away with the kingdom's 
so-called non-party political system. By the end of 
the first week, the federation said it would return to 
negotiations only cn condition Mswati repealed a 1973 
royal decree suspending the constitution and outlawing 
political activity. The demand has been rejected by the 
king and Swazi Government. 


Swaziland: Union Says Strike ‘Not Over;’ Sugar, 
Timber Workers Stay Home 


MB2901114896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1055 GMT 29 Jan 96 


(Report by Jonathon Rees) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) MBABANE Jan 30 SAPA 
— The crippling week-long political strike eased in 
Swaziland on Monday, but the key sugar and timber 
industries reported no change as workers stayed away 
to back demands for democratic reform. 


A heavy police and military presence was visible as the 
Swazi government tried to enforce King Mswati III's 
command that his subjects return to work. "That is the 
only person we are supposed to respect,” said a man 
waiting for a bus to work early on Monday morning. 
Troops guarded bus ranks and military trucks were seen 


ferrying people to work. 
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The capital Mbabane and commercial centre Manzini 
were bustling towns again, not the deserted shells of 
last week. Shops were open and businesses running, 
with the industrial hub Matsapha mostly operational. 


But workers on plantations continued to stay away. “The 
sugar industry, the largest employer in Swaziland, still 
has a 100 percent stayaway,” said a management source 
at Ubombo Ranches. He said the timber industry was 
also without workers on Monday. 


The Mbabane post office stayed closed with workers 
meeting to discuss whether to abandon the stayaway. 
Electricity workers, who last week cut power to Mba- 
bane and Manzini, also gathered to decide on further 
action, said a source in the Swaziland Chamber of Com- 


merce and Industry. 


Swaziland was crippled last week by the stayaway, 
Called by the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions 
[SFTU] and other groups, to back labour and political 


demands. Many employers are sympathetic to the de- 
mands, which include the repeal of a 1973 royal decree 


banning political parties and suspending the 1968 con- 
stitution. 
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“Even if the stayaway is called off now, we will have 
another eruption shortly,” said a manager in the sugar 
business. “Nothing short of a real address of the political 
question will resolve this situation.” 


The SFTU on Monday conceded that thousands of 
Swazis had heeded Mswati's call to go back to work, 
but said government had intimidated many into ending 
the strike. "I think people have heeded the dictator,” 
said SFTU president Richard Nxumalo in Manzini. "But 
the strike is not over." A government delegation met 
the SFTU leadership on Monday to discuss the union's 
demands. 


Swaziland Breweries had half of its 200 workers back 
on Monday. At the Swaziland Milling Company, a 
manager was sympathetic to the demands of about 1,000 
staff who returned on Monday after a week on strike. 
“They want a multiparty system. We are sympathetic 
to that. We feel the people have no rights,” he said. 
Cadbury's bubblegum plant at Matsapha was heading 
back to normal production, said general manager Frank 
Phillips. 
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Gabon 


Gabon: Paper Calls Niger Coup ‘Warning’ to 
African Politicians 

AB2901091596 Paris AFP in French 

0727 GMT 29 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Libreville, 29 Jan (AFP) — The 
27 January military coup in Niger “is clearly a warn- 
ing to politicians in Africa who give the impression of 
spending most of their time locked up in leadership tus- 
sles rather than finding solutions to the problems that 
face the people they govern,” according to a commen- 
tary in today's issue of the Gabonese Government daily, 
L’UNION. 


Contrary to the various speeches heard at national 
conferences, politics in Africa has more or less become 
an easy means of filling one’s pockets,” the paper 
added. L’UNION concluded by saying: “The danger 
coups, which was thought to have been 


Ghana 
Ghanaian President Rawlings Appeals For Calm in 


f 


AB2901 102496 Dakar PANA in English 
0910 GMT 29 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Accra, Ghana (PANA) — 
Ghana's president Jerry Rawlings who is the current 
chairman of the Economic Community of West African 
States on Sunday (28 January] appealed for calm in 
Niger. Rawlings told the GHANA NEWS AGENCY 
(GNA) in an interview that whatever the reasons for the 
overthrow of President Mahamane Ousmane, he hopes 
the military intervention will be "peaceful". He hoped 
that no harm will be done to the ousted political leaders, 
particularly President Ousmane whom he described as 


“a man of integrity and high principles." 


The former president and his prime minister Hama 
Amadou have reportedly been placed under house 
arrest as the military bounced back to power in Niger, 
after only four years of absence. Niger's military 
chief Ibrahim Barre Mainassara on Saturday ousted 
the democratically-elected Ousmane saying he did it 
tc head-off chaos in the country. Five soldiers were 
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Mali 
Mali Government Condemns Niger Coup, Urges 
Constitutional Order 
AB2901093396 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 0700 GMT 29 Jan 96 


[Government statement issued in Bamako on 29 Jan- 
uary) 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Government of Mali has 
learned with deep regret about the coup d'etat that took 
place in Niger on 27 January. The Government of Mali 
condemns this illegal act which has dealt a heavy blow 
to the march of the democratic process in Africa. 


The Malian Government invites the international com- 
munity, especially the OAU and African democrats, to 
take all the necessary measures to ensure the return of 
normal constitutional order in Niger. 


Convinced that there cannot be any lasting economic 
and social development without peace and democracy, 
the Government of Mali declares its solidarity with the 
brotherly people of the sister country of Niger in the face 
of adversity, and once again expresses the hope to see a 
rapid return to republican legality, and the continuation 
of the democratic process in that country. 


Niger 
Niger Military Overthrows Ousmane Government 
in Coup 27 Jan 
AB2701172396 Paris AFP in English 
1707 GMT 27 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Paris, Jan 27 (AFP) — Gun- 
men attacked the presidential palace in the capital of 
Niger on Saturday, informed sources here said. Shoot- 
ing was heard elsewhere in the capital city Niamey, 
these sources said. Telephone links between France and 
the West African country were cut Saturday, the French 
telephone company said. In Abidjan, capital of the Ivory 
Coast, an official said the airport at Niamey was also 
closed. 


Niger: Gunmen in Army Camouflage Gear; 
Roadblocks Set Up 

AB2701 190496 Paris AFP in English 

1856 GMT 27 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Niamey, Jan 27 (AFP) — 
Gunmen in Niger's capital surrounded the presidential 
palace and head of state's private residen ¢ on Saturday, 
firing shots into the air in what could be an attempted 
coup d'etat. 
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The gunmen, seen by an AFP correspondent in the 
capital of this impoverished former French colony in 
west Africa, wore fatigues and camouflage gear identical 
to those worn in the army. 


They were manning roadblocks set up on main roads 
in the city, although traffic was running normally 
elsewhere. 


State-run radio broadcast only military music, and 
there was no statement issued by the gunmen or the 
government. 


The airport was closed and telephone links with other 
countries were cut. 


Earlier in Paris, informed sources said gunmen had 
attacked the palace and that gunfire was heard elsewhere 
in the city. 


Niger has been ruled since April 1993 by President 
Mahamane Ousmane, the country's first democratically 
elected head of state after decades of military rulc 


following independence from France in 1960. 


A coalition government has been in place since Feb- 
ruary of last year after elections won by opponents of 
Ousmane. 


The president has been locked in a political struggle 
since then with Prime Minister Hama Amadou, head 
of the National Movement for a Development Society 
which was the former sole party and dominates the 
Current cabinet. 


Their last clash was on January 16 when the Supreme 
Court criticised the head of state for refusing to pro- 
mulgate the 1996 budget bill which had been passed by 
parliament in December. 

Ousmane said it contained “a number of major faults" 
including a new tax which he claimed hit the lowest 
wage-camners. 

Ousmane was recently reappointed head of his own 
party, the Democratic and Social Convention, a move 
his opponents said was illegal. They argued that one 
could not be both head of state and leader of a political 
party. 


Niger: Niamey Radio Reports Calm ‘Progressively 
Returning’ 


AB2701191796 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 27 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Soldiers besieged the presiden- 
tial palace and some streets in Niamey this afternoon. 


Calm is progressively returning to the city. Gunshots 
have stopped and people are now going about their nor- 
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mal business. It should be noted that some streets are 
still blocked and traffic is normal but after a control at 
the blocked streets. 


Niger: Army Leader Mainassara Says President, 
Government Ousted 


AB2701 194796 Paris AFP in English 
1944 GMT 27 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Niamey, Jan 27 (AFP) — 
Niger's Army leader Colonel Barre Mainassara said Sat- 
urday that President Mahamane Ousmane and his gov- 
ernment had been ousted and political parties suspended 
until further notice. 


Niger: Ousmane Said Under House Arrest; 
Premier’s Fate Unknown 


AB2701210896 Paris AFP in English 
2101 GMT 27 Jan 96 


{By Boureima Hama) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Niamey, Jan 27 (AFP) — Pres- 
ident Mahamane Ousmane of Niger and his elected gov- 
ernment have been dismissed by the military and politi- 
cal parties suspended until further notice, Niger's army 
leader Colonel Barre Mainassara announced Saturday 
(27 January). 


Informed sources said Ousmane was under house arrest 
in a Niamey villa, and that the presidential guard had 
fought back the assault of the troops for some time but 
surrendered in the face of numbers. 


Prime Minister Hama Amadou and National Assembly 
Speaker Mahamadou Issoufou were also arrested but 
their whereabouts are not known, they said, adding that 
one person was injured in a shootout. 


Speaking on national radio, Mainassara declared a state 
of emergency across Niger as of Saturday and said a 
curfew would be imposed between 9:00 p.m. (2000 
GMT) and 5:30 a.m. (0430 GMT). 


A National Committes »’<s set up to wield all powers, 
he said, adding that Nigerans should remain calm and 
“understand the meaning of our action which is to save 
Niger from jeopardy.” 
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Niger: Armed Forces Chief of Staff Issues 
Statement on Takeover 


AB2701220996 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1914 GMT 27 Jan 96 


[Statement by Major Barre Ibrahima Mainassara, Niger 
Armed Forces’ chief of the general staff, in Niamey on 
27 January — recorded) 


(FBIS Translated Text) Nigerois, dear compatriots, ex- 
actly six years ago the people of Niger enthusiastically 
hailed the coming of a multi-party system in our coun- 
try. The first step toward democracy was made and was 
perceived by the entire people of Niger as the opening 
of a new era of freedom, justice, and economic and so- 
Cial progress. lt was only normal that each and everyone 
of us took an active part in the exciting move to con- 
quer the democratic new era in which our country was 
entering. 


From the national conference to this day, major events 
were experienced and shared, diversely assumed or 
imposed on the people of our country from all walks of 
life. Obviously, neither the democratic transition issued 
from the national conference nor the results of 
the February and March 1993 constitutional referendum 
and the elections truly met the immens: and urgent 
expectations of our people. 


Many hopes were crushed. So many expectations were 
stifled and efforts sacrificed on individual ambitions, 
intolerance, political patronage, and the chaos that the 

had raised into a code of conduct to run the 
state affairs. Our toiling masses became the hostage of 
ill-prepared politicians or politicians who are unable 
to adapt themselves to the demands of a democratic 
management of power. Today, the Niger nation is in 
great danger. Indeed, at a time when our country is 


getting ready to enter the new era of healthy economic 
reform with the aid of our economic partners, whom 
we had so much difficulty convincing; at a time when 


exceptional efforts are being made to put into specific 
form the accords signed on 24 April 1995 to establish 
definitive peace and security throughout the national 
territory; at a time when our social partners are making 
patriotic 


FBIS-AFR-96-019 
29 January 1996 


Therefore, as of today, 27 January, while facing this 
major danger for our ~ountry and our toiling masses, 
the Armed Forces of Niger are hereby taking their 
responsibilities, all their responsibilities. As the Niger 
Armed Forces’ chief of general staff, 1 have decided 
to proclaim the suspension of the Constitution of 
26 December 1992; the dismissal of the president 
of the republic, and the Government; the dissolution 


A curfew is imposed as of today from 2100 to 0530. 


Nigerois, dear compatriots, in the face of such danger, 
I am calling on you to keep calm and to trust your 
Armed Forces, because you have seen its dedication 
and unwavering loyalty to serving our people. To 
our external partners, | proclaim and reaffirm our 
unwavering support to the principles of human rights 
and our determination to respect all our commitments 
in respect of the dignity and sovereignty of our people. 


I am asking all administrative authorities and the 
security forces ensuring order and the defense of the 
national territory to fully and loyally assume their 
duty. The Council of National Salvation [Conseil de 
Salut National] has total political power. The secretary 
generals at the ministries will take care of everyday 
business until the formation of a new government. 


Nigerois, dear compatriots, as you have understood it, 
Our action is aimed at saving Niger from chaos. Through 
my voice, the Armed Forces of Niger hereby solemnly 
make this pledge. 


Long live the Armed Forces of Niger, long live Niger! 


Niger: Army Communique Lists National Salvation 
Council Members 


AB2801063796 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 0630 GMT 28 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Today's news is marked by 
the coup that took place in our country yesterday. As 
you are aware, the Armed Forces have overthrown 
Mahamane Ousmane and set up a National Salvation 
Counci! (CNS) vested with all powers. | now invite 
you to listen to CNS spokesman Lieutenant Colonel 
(Abdouramane Togui), who gives you the list of the 
Council's members: 


[Begin (Togui) recording) Communique No. | issued 
by the Armed Forces of Niger. The CNS is comprised 
of the following: 


pre tpt ng; 
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Chairmen Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainassara oe Niger: Correspondent in Niamey Reports on 
Ts Colon! Youssoufs Mamoudou Maigar Ousmane’s Whereabouts | 
Chairmen AB2801101796 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
Mont anes Machen habe 0730 GMT 28 Jan 95 
Licutenamt Colonel Moussa Moumouai (From the Africa Morning” program hosted by Jean- 
Dyermakoye Valere Mbinamanza) 
Liewteaam Coloae! Amadou Moussa Gro (FBIS Translated Excerpt) [Mbinamanza] In Niger, the 
Lieutenant Colonel Abdouramane Seydou, Army has overthrown President Mahamane Ousmane. 
spokesmen This umpteenth coup since the country's independence 
was spearheaded by Colonel Barre Mainassara, Armed 
+ 4 4 Forces chief of staff. As if in anticipation of any 
Liewtenam Colonel (Eyas Al-Ahmadou) Criticisms that this abrupt halt to the democratic process 
Meumeusi Boueies may arouse, the new strongman pointed out in a radio 
== message that the Army was obliged to assume its 
Major Yaya Garbo responsibility because it wanted to save Niger from 
Major Mahamedou Baraze major perils whose manifestations included personal 
ambitions, intolerance, squandering of state funds, and 
Captain (Desude Mallam Ouantes) political patronage. These harsh words were aimed 


I thank you. [end recording) 
Niger: Telephone Limes With Outside World 
Restored 


AB2801073096 Paris AFP in English 
0722 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Niamey, Jan 28 (AFP) — Tele- 
phone communications between Niger and the rest of 
the world were restored Sunday (28 January) morning. 
Lines were cut Saturday during the military-led coup 
against President Mahamane Ousmane, the country's 
first democratically-elected head of state, who had been 
less than three years in office. Two people were report- 
edly killed and around 10 injured in clashes between 
the presidential guards and soldiers. 


Niger: Niamey Radio Reports Curtailing of 
National Curfew 


AB2801080096 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 0753 GMT 28 Jan 96 


["Communique No. 2” issued by the National Armed 
Forces in Niamey on 28 January) 
(FBIS Translated Text) The curfew has been curtailed 


and will now run from 2200 [2100 GMT} to 0500 (0400) 
all over the national territory. 


at President Mahamane Ousmane and Prime Minister 
Hama Amadou, who have never really overcome their 
differences which have plunged the country into the 
current crisis leading to yesterday's coup d'etat. Mallam 
Yaro, you are on the line in Niamey. We can only 
assess the new situation by examining the statement 
made by Colonel Mainassara, who pointed out, among 
other things, that the transition to democracy has not 
really lived up to the vast expectations of the Niger 
people. On the basis of that statement, | would like to 
ask you this question: By reading between the lines, do 
you think the Army will revive the democratic process 
which they have just interrupted. 


{Yaro}) Well, right now, it is very difficult to answer 
that question. No one knows. The National Salvation 
Council [CNS] has said it will respect the democratic 
process. How will it do that? Will it call early presiden- 
tial elections, and when? In any case, the statement is 


vague. [passage omitted] 


(Mbinamanza) Is there any indication to the effect that 
the situation will be like the Malian scenario, in which 
Amadou Toumani Toure assumed power to free the 
country from those he found incapable of running the 
country, and hold elections in which he did not take 


part? 


{Yaro) Many Nigerois think that is the possible sce- 
t.ario. The situation was deadlocked; the Republican in- 
stitutions were not running smoothly. According to in- 
formation reaching us, the head of state was reportedly 
arrested at the Congress Hall, where he had been meet- 
ing with the Executive Committee of his political party, 
the Democratic and Social Convention-Rahama. At the 


end of that meeting, he was reportedly going to dissolve 
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the National Assembly with the multiple attendant con- 
sequences. So, I think the soldiers stepped in, as they 
say, to save the country from major perils. It is hoped 
that they will hold early presidential elections and en- 
able the new head of state to enjoy a solid majority in 
the National Assembly and run the country without the 
type of crisis that we have just witnessed. 


{[Mbinamanza) Can you give us any details on the fate 
of President Ousmane, who has been arrested? 


[Yaro} According to information available, the head of 
state is currently under house arrest. No one knows 
where. We have only been told that he is in a mansion 
in the capital. That is the only information available at 
this time. [passage omitted) [end recording) 


Niger: New Leader Schedules Meetings With 
Officials 28, 29 Jan 


AB2801 105096 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1015 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(“Communiques No. 3 and 4" issued by the National 
Salvation Council in Niamey on 28 January — read by 
Council Spokesman Lieutenant Colonel Abdouramane 
Seydou; live or recorded) 


(FBIS Translated Text) Communique No. 3 issued by 
the National Salvation Council (CNS). The CNS chair- 
man invites all permanent secretaries of all ministries, 
directors general of state-owned and semi-state-owned 
enterprises, and the secretary general of the Niamey City 
Council to a briefing today at 1700 sharp in the confer- 
ence room of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Co- 
operation. All are invited to arrive by 1645. 


Communique No. 4. The CNS chairman will hold a 
conference with senior officials on 29 January at 1600 
sharp in the Conference Hall. Invited tc the function 
are permanent secretaries of ministries, directors general 
and national directors of ministries, directors general 
of state-owned and semi-state-owned enterprises, chief 
of administrative offices, and representatives of non- 
governmental organizations and associations. All must 
arrive by 1530. Thank you. 


Niger: Air France Suspends Flights to Niamey Uni: 
Further Notice 


AB2801111596 Paris AFP in French 
1013 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Paris, 28 Jan [AFP] — A 
spokesman for the Prench airline Air France said today 
that in the wake of yesterday's military coup d'etat in 


be the last stop of Air France's Paris-Roissy-Niamey 
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flight 7208. Today's takeoff was delayed by one and a 
half hours. The plane will now depart at 1330 GMT. 


(Niamey Voix du Sahel Network in French at 1103 
GMT on 28 January carries the following public an- 
nouncement: “Air-Inter [words indistinct] is organiz- 
ing in conjunction with the multinational air company 
Air Afrique three flights for pilgrims from Niamey to 
Maradi, Zinder, Tunis, and Jeddah. The first such flight 
will take place on 1 February.") 


Niger: National Council Bans Demonstrations 
Nationwide 


AB2801 113296 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1121 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(“Communique No. 5" issued by the National Salvation 
Council in Niamey on 28 January) 


[FBIS Translated Text) Communique No. 5. The Na- 
tional Salvation Council announces that all demonstra- 
tuons [words indistinct) have been banned all over the 
national territory. Law and order agencies will enforce 
compliance with this directive. 


Niger: France Suspends Civilian, Military 
Cooperation With Niger 

AB2801 114196 Paris AFP in French 

1134 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Paris, 28 Jan (AFP) — France 
announced today that it has suspended its civilian and 
military cooperation with Niger in the wake of yester- 
day's military coup d'etat, according to a communique 
from the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


Niger: AFP Profiles Military Coup Leader 
Mainassara 


AB2801120196 Paris AFP in English 
1050 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Niamey, Jan 28 (AFP) -- 
Colonel It ahim Barre Mainassara, who led a military 
coup in Niger to overthrow President Mahamane Ous- 
mane and head a new National Salvation Committee, is 
a career soldier. 


Born in 1949 in Maradi, 550 kilometres (340 miles) 
east of Niamey, he is of the Hausa tribe, the majority 
group in Niger, particularly along the southern border 
with Nigeria. 


Mainassara was taught in Niamey followed by military 
training in Madagascar and Prance. In 1974, aged 25, 
he was made aide de camp to then president Seyni 
Kountche who seized power in a military coup that year 
and headed a one-party regime until 1987. 
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In 1976 Mainassara was named commander of the 
Presidential Guard. Two years later he was in charge of 


Niamey’s parachute brigade, and by 1984 had become 
a bureau head in the Army chief of staff. 


From 1986 to 1987, he was a military attache in Niger's 

in Paris before becoming health minister from 
1987 to 1990. From 1990 to 1992 he was Niger's 
ambassador to Algeria. 


In 1992 he returned to Niger to become defense advisor 
for Cheiffou Amadou, transitional prime minister from 
1991 to 1993. 


The country’s first democratic presidential elections 
took place in April 1993, and Mainassara was named 
Ousmane’s private chief of staff the following June. 


From 1994 to 1995 he studied at a defence college in 
Paris before Prime Minister Hama Amadou, also ousted 
in the coup, named him Niger's Army chief of staff in 
March 1995. 


The two men had known each other from Amadou's 
days as Kountche’s cabinet chief of staff. 


Mainassara, a colonel since January 1995, is a Moslem, 
married and father to three children. 


—— 


AB2801121796 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1145 GMT 28 Jan 96 


[From “Africa Midday News on Sunday” hosted by 
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Niger: Niamey Radio Reports Citizens ‘Hail’ Army 
Takeover 


AB2801125096 Niamey Voix du Sahe! Network 
in French 1210 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) [Announcer] The masses have 
welcomed yesterday's coup d'etat, as our correspondent, 
Soumana Boubakar, reports from Dosso. 


(Boubakar] Some 24 hours after the coup that toppled 
President Mahamane Ousmane, there is total calm here 


in Dosso. There are no street gatherings or demonstra- 
tions. The people seem to hail the coup and the return of 
the soldiers to the helm of the nation. Since last night, 
police have been patrolling major streets in Dosso. As | 
said earlier, there is total calm and people seem to wel- 
come the military coup. | must add that political parties 
have not yet reacted to the coup, but party activists ap- 
parently support the takeover. Numerous messages have 
been brought to the regional radio station in support of 
the National Salvation Council. 


[Announcer] The situation is also calm in Maradi, is it 
not, Abdoulaye Amadou Dos” ali? 


(Dossali] The people of Maradi received the military 
coup led by the National Salvation Council with calm 
and tranquility. From what emerges in discussions and 
chats in the streets, people hail the military takeover in 
view of the current political situation and the behaviors 
of our politicians. This attitude is also prompted by the 
multifaceted daily difficulties facing the people. 


The curfew was observed and no problems have been 
reported. This morning people resumed their normal 
activities as usual. 


Niger: Council Member -—- Coup Fueled by 
‘Patriotic Sentiments’ 

AB2801131396 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1207 GMT 28 Jan 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) | invite you to listen to listen to 
Labo Bouche Issaka, member of the National Salvation 
Council, who is reacting to rumors circulating to the 
effect that yesterday's coup d'etat was prompted by 
biased motivations. 


(Begin Issaka recording) The Niger Armed Forces were 


prompted solely by their patriotic scatimenis. I do not 
think that one can speak of (words indistinct). We have 


two people were and another 10 _— heard insinuating comments, but I would like to reiterate 
wounded, but it is believed here that the fighting took a — that we have been prompted by our patriotic sentiments. 
much higher toll. (passage omitted) [end recording) 
report may contain copyrighted matenal. 
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Council Spokesman Confirms 5 Soldiers Residents in the capital, Niamey, greeted military pa- 
ia Coup trols warmly on Sunday. “Long live the army,” fruit 

AB2801 132396 Paris AFP in English traders shouted. 

1313 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Niamey, Jan 28 (AFP) — 
The bloody coup that returned Niger to military rule 


: 
: 
; 
: 


of te 


"We're on your side, but don’t stay too long,” a group 
of youths told a military patrol. 


But Prance, Niger's former colonial power anu largest 
donor and trading partner, Sunday condemned the coup 
and suspended civil and military aid. 


The move will strike at the heart of Niger's economy, 
based largely on exports of uranium, 60 percent of 
which are bought by France, one of the five big nuclear 
powers. 


France called for the release of Ousmane, under house 
arrest in Niamey, and other political figures detained 
by the new regime. It also called for the restoration of 
“constitutional law." 


Since Saturday the 1992 constitution has been sus- 
pended and the National Assembly dissolved, along with 
all political parties. 


Paris has advised Niger's 1,800-strong French commu- 
nity to stay at home. 


A ministerial delegation from the five-nation Entente 
Council of West African countries left for Niger Sunday 
to mediate for the return of “constitutional law,” accord- 
ing to informed sources in Benin. Prance is maintaining 
close links with Council member countries — Benin, 
Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Niger and Togo. 


Congolese Economic Decentralisation Minister Martin 
M' Beri also condemned the coup, saying it would lead 
to further deaths. 


"To think that Niger's coup d'etat will take care of 
the country's political problems is an illusion,” he told 
Radio Congo. 


Mali also condemned the couy) as an “illegal act.” 


A Taiwanese Foreign PAinistry official said his gover- 
ment was “concerned by the incident,” but that “its pol- 
icy was not to intervene in internal disputes of any coun- 
try.” 


The official said that the incident was unlikely to affect 
Taiwan's diplomatic relations with the mainly desert 
country, one of the poorest states in the world. 


Niger resumed diplomatic relations with Taipei in 1992, 
switching recognition from Beijing, a move strongly 
opposed by the military in Niger, widely considered to 
be pro-Beijing. 
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Ia his broadcast Mainassara also said, “If we have 
undertaken this action, it is not to satisfy personal 
ambition.” 

He added the coup leaders were not looking for a 
“subterfuge to establish (themselves)." 


Mainassara justified the coup by citing “major perils” 
threatening the country due to the “personal ambitions, 
imtolerance, cronyism and corruption” which he said 
characterised the ousted regime. He said he failed to 
understand "the persistence at the summit of the state 
of an absurd, irrational and personalised crisis at a time 
when the country is preparing to undertake salutary 
economic reforms with the supvort of its partners in 
development.” 


Niger had been ruled by Ousmane since April 1993 after 
20 years of military rule. Niger became independent 
with the end of French rule in 1960. A coalition 
government had been in place since last February after 
elections were won by opponents of Ousmane. He was 
recently reelected head of his own party, the Democratic 
and Social Convention, a move his opponents said was 


illegal. They argued that one could not be both head of 
state and a leader of a political party. 


Niger: Coup Leader Says Priority To Restore 
Peace, Stability 


LD2801174796 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1515 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The coup d'etat, in which 
Niger President Mahamane Ousmane was overthrown 
yesterday, appears to be received fairly well, on the 
whole, by the population. Let me remind you that it 
was Colonel Barre Ibrahim Mainassara, chief of staff of 
the Armed Forces, who took power. [passage omitted} 


The new strong man of Niger says that he did not 
act out of personal ambition but in the interest of his 
country. He also said that above all he wanted stability 
and peace for Niger. Barre [brahim Mainassara’s words 
were recorded by Moussa Kaka: 


(Begin recording} [Mainassara] The members of the Na- 
tional Council do not represent a provisional govern- 
ment. We await the formation, very shortly, of a gov- 
ernment headed by a prime minister, as we have set 
ourselves the goal of withdrawing, because we did not 
undertake this action to fulfill any personal ambitions. 
We viewed this action as being a patriotic duty in view 
of the current situation. For this reason, we must demon- 
strate by our actions what we say in our statements. 


(Kaka) Colonel, do you have any idea of the time it is 
going to take you? 
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(Mainassara} [Words indistinct) to tackle this question. 
Thus, we are awaiting consultations, because in general 
the question which you have just put to me is a trap, 
because if I rush, I will find myself tied up, and the 
council too. However, people should not be mistaken: 
They think that, as usual, we are looking for a trick 
to take root. For us the priority is to restore peace and 
stability so that balance — economic balance at least — 
can be restored in order to build Niger. This is in the 
interest of all the people of Niger. [end recording] 


Niger: Meeting Held Between Military Junta, 
Civilian Officials 


AB2801190296 Paris AFP in French 
1811 GMT 28 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Niamey, 28 Jan (AFP) — 
Officials of the Niger military junta met for the first 
time today with the civihan officials in charge of 
administering daily state affairs until the formation of a 
new government, AFP noted today. 


Presided over by Colonel Issouta Mamadou Maiga., 
deputy chairman of the National Salvation Cuuncil —- 
the body vested with total power after the coup — the 
meeting lasted only seven minutes and took place at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, near the general staff 
headquarters. 


Facing the secretary generals from the various ministries 
and managing directors of state enterprises, Col. Maiga 
recalled the reasons which led to the 27 January coup 
d'etat which toppled President Mahamane Ousmane, the 
first democratically elected head of state, who has been 
in post since April 1993. 


“This 1s to save our Country through appropriate means 
in the face of a deteriorating political, social, and 
economic situation,” Col. Maiga asserted. He asked 
all the officials to make “proposals” with regard to 
“assuring the normal functioning of the administration 
and the good management of state enterprises.” 


Col. Maiga appealed for cooperation from each and 
everyone in order to rejuvenate the country’s situation,” 
as advocated by the junta. “We are convinced that with 
heip from cach and every member of Niger's people, we 
will overcome all the difficulties in the supreme interest 
of our nation,” he concluded. 


Led by Colonel [brahim Barre Mainassara, the chief of 
general staff, the military junta has dismissed President 
Ousmane and the Government, suspended the political 
parties and the Constitution, and dissolved parliament. 
A state of emergency and curfew have been imposed in 
the country. 
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Niger: Junta Leader Meets West African Eatente 
Council Delegation 

AB280!204796 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 

in French 1900 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The chairman of the National 
Salvation Council (CNS), held talks early this evening 
with an Entente Council delegation, comprising the 
foreign affairs ministers from Benin and Cote d'Ivoire 
and the defense ministers from Togo and Burkina Faso. 
Gnagninime Bitokotipou, the head of the delegation and 
Togolese defense minister, is talking to correspondent 
Moussa Amadou about the purpose of the visit: 


(Begin recording) [Bitokotipou) As you know, President 
Gnassingbe Eyadema is the current chairman of the 
Entente Council. Following the events in the brotherly 
country of Niger, the four Entente Council heads of 
state held consultations and expressed a desire to send 
a fact-finding mission to glean more details about what 
is happening here. That is why we have come and 
we have brought a message to the CNS chairman. It 
was a family meeting and we were accorded a cordial 
welcome. He ga-e us all the necessary information, 
which we will faithfully extend to our heads of state. In 
the coming days, they will try to hold contacts with the 
CNS chairman and help him to find s._.able solutions 
in order to maintain (?peace) in the country. 


{Amadou} Is it indiscreet to ask you about the contents 
of the message you delivered? What are your own views 
on the situation after your discussions with the CNS 
chairman? 


[Bitokotipou) My overall views... [pauses] As you 
know, African countries have almost the same problems, 
and these problems are similar, up to a certain point. 
We live with the same difficulties. We live in countries 
in which the economic situation is not good. We also 
believe that Niger’s experiences are the same are ours. 
We think that by making an effort to hold consultations 
and negotiations, we will come out of this crisis that 
is troubling our people and our countries. We are 
going back satisfied with our mission, because the CNS 
chairman is a very available man with very open views, 
and he is ready to receive advice from anyone. He is 
counting on people with good will, so that all together, 
we can find suitable solutions to the crisis going on in 


(7Niger). 


[Amadou] You talked about a return to democracy. Did 
the CNS chairman make any promise? 


[Bitokotipou) The CNS chairman made some promises 
because he himself is in love with democracy. [word 
indistinct} 
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[Amadou] Mr. Minister, did your mission consist in 
asking for the reestablishment of republican legality? 


[Bitokotipou) We made a reqi.est in that sense. But we 
came here to learn more details on the current situation 
in order to inform our respective heads of state. This is 
our mission. 


[Amadou] Mr. Minister, are you going to meet the 
former president during your visit? 


[Bitokotipou) Right now this is not our mission. We 
did not want to make a request in that sense today, but 
we know that he is being treated very well since he is 
being allowed to see his immediate family and friends. 
We think this is a very good thing. [end recording) 


Niger: Aftermath of 27 Jan Coup d’Etat Ass. wed 
AB2801205996 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] It is now barely 24 hours 
since the coup in Niger, which overthrew President 
Mahamane Ousmane and the prime minister, Hama 
Amadou. The two men had been locked in a power 
Struggle ever since the president's supporters lost their 
majority in parliament. Officially, five people were 
killed when soldiers stormed the presidential palace yes- 
terday, and the army chief of staff, Colonel Mainassara, 
has taken over as head of the military National Sal- 
vation Council. The coup in Niger coincides with the 
Muslim holy month of Ramadan, and it happened in 
thc sfternoon when many people were fasting. On the 
line to Niamey, Robin White asked our reporter, Chris- 
tiane Cisse, if the capital was quiet today: 


[Begin recording) (Cisse) Even yesterday evening, just 
about six hours after the coup started, the capital Niamey 
was very quiet. I had been on the road yesterday 
evening. People were breaking their fast. They were 
doing business as usual, and that is the situation today. 
You do see soldiers on the road, but not in plentiful 
numbers. They are here and there at the main points, 
but you don’t have the feeling of being occupied, and 
people are going about their business as usual. 


[White] So, nobody is in the streets today, demonstrat- 
ing against "he coup? 


[Cisse] This as been forbidden. The main news pro- 
gram of the ra.onal radio at 1 pm announced that any 
demonstration is ‘urbidden. The feeling I get from talk- 
ing to people in t.wn here and near me is that there 
wouldn't be any dex»onstration against the coup. There 
have been lots and lots of messages on the national ra- 
dio supporting the coup. That may not be an attempt to 
save your career, but also ordinary people are sending 
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their messages to the nation! radio in order to support 
the coup leaders. 


(White) What about elsewhere in Niger. 


(Cisse) Well, the situation...[pauses] The reports we get 
from the regional radio stations are saying the same 
thing: It’s quiet and people are more or less in favor 
of the coup. But then, you wouldn't get any reports 
if people were against because this is now a military 
government, and people here haven't forgotten the times 
of the former military government, when it was even 
hard to speak out in public. 


(White) Now, you live far from the presidential palace. 
What did you hear last night in the way of firing and 
that kind of thing. 


(Cisse) Suddenly my house was shaken. I live about 700 
meters or maybe a bit more from the presidential palace, 
and there was a lot of fighting going on there. I was 
actually thinking they were detonating some houses to 
make some construction when it started. It was shaking, 
and there was about two hours of quite heavy fighting. 
It was kind of rocket and gunfire, shooting. 

(White) Officially, five people were killed. Would you 
think that likely? From what you said, it sounds as if 
the casualty figure should be much higher. 


(Cisse) It is very difficult to find out. There were 
two spots where the fighting took place: One is the 


information and eyewitness accounts. The other sport 
where the fighting took place was the Congress Hall, 
where the president was arrested by the soldiers. There, 
you could... (pauses) Since it was next to the main hotel 
of the city here, there were eyewitnesses and there | 


(White) Is there visible damange to the presidency? 


(Cisse) Yes, there is real visible damage: the entry port 
is totally destroyed, and there are huge gaps in the wall. 


[White] Now, where is the president now? 


minister, and that they are under arrest. But it is not 
very clear whether he is under house arrest or whether 


he has been put into the military prison. 
(White) Have you seen the new man? 


{Cisse} Well, we saw him on television even last night. 
He is about between 30 and 40 years. He is not an old 
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soldier, and he announced the formation of the military 
council, which is having all the power now, and which 
has abolished the Constitution and the political parties, 
and established emergency rule, and it seems that there 
is a mix, an ethnic mix, and a mix of older and younger 
soldiers but with a heavyweight on the younger ones in 
the council. 


[White] Do you think these people are here to stay? 


[Cisse] Well, people are speculating. People can’t really 
imagine a military government staying for a long time, 
because people are so used to having democracy, and 
also Niger is very much dependent on outside help 
and the donors normally don’t really like this kind of 
military regime, and people are very much aware of this. 
This is exactly the time when they are about to sign the 
final agreement with the IMF and people are worrying... 


(White, interrupting] Ex-President Ousmane, | mean, 
was he popular or not popular? 


[Cisse] Ex-President Mahamane Ousmane was popular, 
definitely popular when he came to power. That also 
had to do with the one-party rule which was ethnically 
dominated by the Djerma people. He was the first big 
politicial — a Hausa man — to take over the presidency. 
That gave him a lot of support, especially in the east 
of the country where Hausa people live. But this was 
really reduced since they started the cohabitation, where 
really everything was blocked. There was no cabinet 
meeting taking place and there was just infighting by 
the politicians among themselves. This really kind of 
destroys the popularity of any politician. 


(White) Niger, of course, has rebellions, including a real 
problem with the Tuaregs. Do you think this coup might 
help that rebellion end, or is it going to make it worse? 


(Cisse) Well, Niger, the way it is... [pauses] Things are 
happening parallel here. | think the rebels, they will also 
wait, just like everbody else, to see what the political 
line of the new government will be, and then they will 
adjust themselves to the new situation and continue with 
their demands. 

[White] Is the airport still closed and a curfew in force? 
[Cisse] Yes, the airport is still closed and the officials at 
the airport have no idea of when they are going to open 


again. And the curfew has been restricted to beiween 10 
in the evening and 6 in the morning. [end recording} 
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Niger: Council Meets Senior Civil Servants, 
Explains Situation 

AB2801212096 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The National Salvation Council 
(CNS) this afternoon began a series of information 
meetings on the reasons behind the coup d'etat which 
yesterday toppled President Ousmane. CNS Deputy 
Chairman Colonel Issoufa Mamadou Maiga met the 
secretary generals of the ministries and the managing 
directors of the state enterprises in the conference room 
at the Foreign Affairs Ministry. Details from Moussa 
Amadou: 

(Begin Amadou recording} /t should be noted that this 
meeting, the first of a series of discussions, was to be 
presided over by the CNS chairman. He could not make 
it at the last moment and his deputy stood in for him. 
Reliable sources say that Chairman Colonel Maissara is 
to receive a delegation of the Entente Council foreign 
affairs ministers, who arrived in Niamey this afternoon 
on a speciai flight. The meeting was therefore chaired 
by the deputy CNS chairman. 


First of all, Col. Issoufa Mamadou Maiga determined 
the reasons and motives behind the coup d'etat, which 
find their roots in the deterioration of the economic, 
political, and social situation in our country. He added 
that the Council's objective, in view of this situation, is 
to save Niger, our country. The CNS has called on the 
secretary generals from the ministries and the managing 
directors of the state enterprises to continue to make the 
institutions work, to take care of the day to day state 
affairs, and to closely watch the internal situation in the 
country. 


Mr. Maiga assured the officials of the CNS’ trust, while 
encouraging each of them to make the necessary efforts 
to rejuvenate the national situation, as required by the 
CNS. Col. Issoufa Maiga concluded by saying that the 
CNS will take all the measures and will meet 
all the conditions for the administration to function 
normally. (end recording) 


UN Secretary General Condemns ‘Bloody Coup’ in 
AB2801222296 Paris AFP in English 
2207 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] United NATIONS, Jan 28 
(AFP) — UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali 
condemned Sunday a bloody coup that toppled Niger's 
first democratically elected leader in two decades. 


In a brief statement, a spokesman for Butrus-Ghali said 
in a statement that he had “learnt with dismay” of the 
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coup that toppled President Mahamane Ousmane, and 
called for a return to democracy. 


"The Secretary-General firmly condemns this act, which 
introduces changes in the national institutions of Niger 
through the use of force," the statement said. 


Five people were reported to have been killed in 
the violence Saturday when troops under army chief 
of staff Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainassara overcame 
Ousmane’s presidential guard. 


Mainassara was Officially proclaimed president of the 
new National Salvation Committee which now rules 
Niger. Its vice president is Colonel Issoufa Mamadou 
Maiga, and its 10 other members all belong to the 


military 

Niger: Former Transition Head Says Coup 
‘Predictable’ 

AB2801225596 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 28 jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Mahamadou Issoufou, the for- 
mer Niger transition prime minister, has reacted to the 
27 January coup. He said today at his residence in 
Dakar, Senegal, that the coup d’etai was predictable. 
He said that when one takes into account the lingering 
Crisis in the highest sphere of the government, and the 
sufferings of the Niger people, this coup d'etat might 
be a lesser evil for Niger at this moment. However, he 
hopes that this situation will not last. He added that he 
cannot be happy about the current situation since he is 
a democrat. 


Niger: Regional Correspondents Measure Popular 
Reaction to Coup 

AB2801233296 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 

in French 1900 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) According to military 
sources, three soldiers died today, bringing to five the 
number of people who died during yesterday's clashes 
between the Presidential Guard and the coupists during 
the military takeover. According to Lieutenant Colonel 
Abdoul Rahmane Saibou, spokesman of the National 
Salvation Council, the three soldiers died from their 
wounds at the garison dispensary. However, he did not 
specify the number killed among the coupists and those 
killed from among the Presidential Guard. 


Meanwhile, we continue to receive reports 24 hours 
after the seizure of power by National Armed Forces 
[FAN]. The situation is generally cool and calm. Here, 
we bring you reports from our permanent correspon- 
dents at Agadez, Tillaberi, Tahoua, and Zinder: 
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(Begin recording) [Agadez correspondent) At Agadez, 
the military coup which has just toppled President 
ee eee oe Sen Saree oaiay wee 


[Tillaberi correspondent) The people of Tillaberi re- 
ceived with joy news of the seizure of power by the 
AN. As soon as the coup was announced, cries of joy 
were heard from everywhere, and within a short time 
the districts were bustling with life. There was a prob- 
lem about respecting the curfew, because people sim- 
ply wanted to be merry. Hundreds of (?released) youths 
have even begun to identify with Colonel Barre Mainas- 
sara, whom they call the people’s savior. The law en- 
forcement agencies chose to demonstrate their joy by 
firing shots into the air. At (Wada), which we visited 
this morning, the people made sure they displayed their 


pe: 


(Tahoua correspondent] Here at Tahoua, it was with a 
sigh of relief that the people yesterday evening received 


hailed the patriotism of our Armed Forces, who reacted 
appropriately at this trying moment which our country 
is going through. [passage omitted] 


noted that at some sensitive spots, like the radio station, 
security was increased. [Passage indistinct] In short, the 
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Niger: Ruling Council Member Says Ex-President, 
Premier ‘Safe’ 

AB2901094896 London BBC World Service 

in English 0630 GMT 29 Jan 96 


(From the "Network Africa” program; all sentences as 
heard) 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] So another coup has rocked 
West Africa. This time, it is Niger, where on Saturday 
(27 January) the Army stepped in to oust President 
Mahamane Ousmane, ending three years of fragile 
democracy. Though the takeover didn’t take long blood 
was shed. The new leaders then detained President 
Mahamane, suspended the Constitution, dissolved the 
government and parliament, banned political parties, 
imposed an overnight curfew, and banned gatherings 
and demonstrations nationwide. On the line to Niamey, 
Jumbe Omari Jumbe asked Colonel Abdoul Kaza, 
a member of the newly formed National Salvation 
Council [CNS] what they intended to do now. 


(Begin recording] (Kaza) It is said in the first declaration 
all to get priorities in the solving of the different 
problems of the country so after that, we will be taking 
measures in order to go as fast as possible to reach 
the required level in order to give back power. Difficult 
maybe to say, but we have not intended to stay for a 
long time as you said. 


(Jumbe) Nigeria, Gambia, and Sierra Leone when the 
military came to power they said that they won't say 
for a long time, but then they found themselves staying, 
probably, forever. 


(Kaza] Not forever. I won't say that, because as you 
know we are interested in democratic process in our 
country. If there were no problem, you will never hear 
about military running in a political situation here in 
Niger. 

[Jumbe}] What is the fate of Mr. Mahamane Ousmane 
and his prime minister, Hama Amadou? 

{Kaza} All safe, utterly safe. 

[Jumbe] Where are they? 

({Kaza] In their residences. 

(Jumbe] When are you going to release them? 


{Kaza] That is really difficult for me to answer, this 
question, because it is an issue that should be talked 
{about} in council. [end recording) 
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Niger: Council Chairman Mainassara Briefs 
Diplomatic Corps on Coup 

AB2901 141796 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 29 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainas- 
sara, chairman of the National Salvation Council (CNS), 
met members of the diplomatic corps and representa- 
tives of international ins‘itutions accredited to our coun- 
try today. Col. Ibrahim Barre Mainassara asked them to 
serve as Niger’s mouthpiece for briefing their respective 
countries and institutions on the underlying reasons tor 
the 27 January coup d'etat: 


(Begin Mainassara recording) Your excellencies the 
ambassadors, honorable representatives of international 
Organizations, ladies and gentlemen: On 27 January 
the Niger Armed Forces decided to assume full power 
by establishing the CNS which is henceforth invested 
with all the political powers. I feel greatly honored 
today to receive and to address you, able representatives 
of friendly countries and international organizations 
accredited to Niger, on behalf of the CNS. 


As experienced observers of our country’s public life, 
you will remember that since the start of the democratic 
process and the installation of multiparty system, the 
Army, an arm of the nation which is at the service 
of the nation, has followed the democratization efforts 
desired and led by our people despite the bottlenecks, 
with the unique concern of serving the interests of the 
Niger citizen by limiting itself to its traditional role 
of guaranteeing the country’s security and territorial 
integrity. 


It is not by mere chance that the international commu- 
nity ended up admitting that Niger's democratic process 
is exemplary, as is demonstrated by the long, costly, 
and ..ormy sovereign national conference as well as the 
hitchless 26 December 1992 constitutional referendum, 
27 March 1993 presidential elections, and the 12 Febru- 
ary 1993 (date as heard) legislative elections. Unfortu- 
nately, however, despite this very enviable track record 
at the time, the political leadership which the people ot 
Niger arduously set up has only displayed a disconcer't- 
ing incapacity in the management of democratic power. 


In my 27 January address, I, on behalf of the CNS, 
faithfully conveyed the disarray of our people in the 


that have been recorded over nearly one year now al 
an alarming rate, the Niger Armed Forces decided to 
out the main danger of disintegration to which 


our people were exposed. 
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The measures enunciated in the 27 January address 
affecting our country’s institutional life have only beea 
adopted to enable the CNS to redress the situation, 
and to fight all the ills bedevilling our dear country. 
At the opportune moment, the CNS will announce its 
political, economic, and social action program. The 
action program will, from the political standpoint, focus 
essentially on the establishment of a truly democratic 
system through the creation of institutions that conform 
to our people's own genius, and will regenerate growth 
in the economic field. 


| would like you to be my witnesses today, to assert that 
the Niger Armed Forces’ intentions are noble, and that 
the envisaged measures are beneficial. However, it is 
incontestable that all this will only really be possible if 
we have the support of our partners in development, 
notably the friendly countries and the international 
Organizations that you rightly represent here. 


In conclusion, | make a solemn appeal to all friendly 
countries and international organizations to continue 
their cooperation with the Republic of Niger in its 
efforts to achieve national redress and reconstruction 
which our people have a right to expect. 


Long live international cooperation. Long live the Niger 
Armed Forces. Long live Niger. Thank you. [end 
recording] 


OAU Condemns Niger Coup, ‘Sethack’ for 
Democratization 

AB2901145196 Paris AFP in English 

1440 GMT 29 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Addis Ababa, Jan 29 (AFP) 
— The Organisatio:. of African Unity (OAU) has 
condemned the weekend coup in Niger which it branded 
a “setback” on the path toward democratisation. 


In a statement dated Sunday, OAU Secretary-General 
Salim Ahmed Salim said he had been “quite conscious 
of the political crisis that has been prevailing in Niger 
for some time now, and the bickerings between the 
president and the prime minister.” 


Both men were ousted by Colonel Ibrahim Barre 
Mainassara in Saturday's coup. He also suspended 
political parties and declared a state of emergency. 


The secretary general had made a direct appeal to the 
president and premier to overcome their differences and 
work together, the statement said. 


‘Unfortunately, these disagreements continued. This 
notwithstanding, we believe that a military take-over is 
not a solution to such a crisis. 
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“The secretary-general considers this development a set- 
back for Niger in the country’s path toward the consol- 
idation of a democratic government. It is also clearly a 
setback for Africa especially at a time when the conti- 
nent is forging ahead on the path of democratisation." 


The statement appealed to Niger's new military rulers 
to take “appropriate and speedy action" to restore a 
Constitutional government. 


Togo 


Togo: Extente Cozacil Mediation Delegation 
Leaves for Niamey 

AB2801155796 Paris AFP in French 

1504 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Lome, 28 Jan (AFP) — A 


Niger in order to try to mediate after the 27 January 
coup d'etat, a reliable source disclosed in the Togolese 


on’s mission is to express to the military 
junta which took rt on 27 January, the “common 
stand" adopted by the heads of state of the Entente 
source added. The Entente Council is the 
oldest rd andre organization in Africa. Created in 
1959, it includes Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote d'Ivoire, 


The delegation includes the ministers of foreign affairs 
from Cote d'Ivoire and Benin, the defense ministers 


current chairman of the Entente Council, before leaving 


France, the former colonial power, suspended military 
and civilian cooperation with Niger on 27 January and 
condemned the coup d'etat. Paris is "in close contact 
with countries of the region, notably the Entente Council 
member states, as well as vith its European partncrs,” 
a Preach Foreign Ministry communique said. 


Tego: Ivorian Minister Views Eatente Council’s 
Viek to Niger 

AB2901074596 Lome Radio Lome in French 
0600 GMT 29 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The 15-member Entenie Council 
delegation led by Togolese Defense Minister Gnagnin- 
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ime Bitokotipou returned to Lome last night following 
its mission to Niger. Initiated by President Gnassingbe 
Eyadema, current chairman of the Entente Council, this 
mediatory mission was aimed at resolving the current 
crisis in Niger. Upon its return to Lome, the Entente 
Council delegation went to present its report to Presi- 
dent Eyadema. Let us listen to Ivorian Foreign Minister 
Amara Essy on the purpose of their visit to Niger: 


[Begin Essy recording] You are aware that the Entente 
Council is the oldest African regional organization 
of which President Eyadema is current chairman. As 
President Eyadema told us, the Entente Council is 
almust like the five fingers of our hands; when one finger 
is ill, it is the entire hand that is ill. 


Niger is an integral part of the Entente Council and you 
are aware of the current situation in Niger. The heads 
of state of the Entente Council decided to send us on an 
information missicn to Niger. In today’s media world, 
we learn of events on the radio. In this particular case 
concerning one of their members, the heads of state of 
the Entente Council chose to go to the source in order to 
get the correct information, and also to express solidarity 
with one of their members who is now facing a problem. 
This is the mission we have just undertaken on behalf 
of the Entente Council member-states. The mission was 
led by our colleague, Togo’s defense minister. 


We have come to report to the Togolese head of 
state who has briefed all his other colleagues of the 
organization, and I believe they will analyze the report 
we have just submitted to the Togolese head in order to 
find a quick solution to this problem affecting all of us, 
not only the Entente Council but the whole of Africa. 
We are happy to have carried out this mission. When 
there is a problem, I believe it is the duty of Africans 
to solve it, and we should not wait for the comments 
of other countries to dictate to us the stand to adopt. 
I believe it is in the interest of Africans to solve their 
problems themselves. [end recording} 


Shortly before its departure for Niamey, the Entente 
Council delegation held talks with the head of state, 
General Gnassingbe, who is current chairman of the 
Organization. The delegation included the Ivorian and 
Beninese foreign ministers, the Burkinabe defense 
minister, Togolese Defense Minister Gnagninime 
Bitokotipou, and Koffi Panou, secretary at the Togolese 
Presidency. 
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